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Central California Cage Bird Club
Membership Drive
Help us recruit new members. Whenever you
run into other bird people (when you’re running
an ad to sell, or even in the pet/feed store), ask
Terese
Davis
if they might be interested in joining
the bird
club. You can offer to send them a free
newsletter. Just get their name and address
and call me and I will put one in the mail for
them the same day. We have gotten a lot of our
recent members this way. Leave a message if
you don’t get me. Our club is growing and we
want to get more new breeders and pet owners
involved. We do have a lot to offer all bird
fanciers!
Terese Davis

Finch Division at 2007
CCCBC Show
We have secured the services of Ms. Sally Huntington
to judge the division for our
show
in the fall. We have applied
for the Regional Show, but
are still waiting for the official
blessing on this. I was told
that we were the only club to
apply. I hope to have the
go-ahead from the NFSS before the April news is printed.
Chryse Seeman

March Meeting
BREEDING AND FEEDING
This month’s meeting
will feature a discussion
group on feeding and
breeding. We are entering the breeding season
for canaries. Hookbills
breed off and on all year
long, and I’m just learning about finch breeding
habits.

Remember to bring something
for the raffle table…this
Jot down some quespays
for
the hall each month.
tions and things you’ve
learned the hard way. Also, if you have something
you would like to sell, we now
What kind of cages
work best for you, or do have a sale table. Items must
be clean and ready to use, but
you flight breed?
needn’t be new. Be sure to
We will also welcome
put a tag with your name and
stories about special
what you’re asking for the
tricks you’ve learned
item.
This will be a participa- and special birds
On Raising Happy Hookers
tion meeting! Bring your you’ve
by Janna Place
had. Bring pafavorite recipes to bring per and pencil and
Lastly, but certainly not leastly,
birds into breeding con- notes of what you
bring a snack for the snack
dition, what you feed
might want to say.
table, if you can. Of course,
when you have babies, Bring samples or picraffle donations and snacks
and anything else you
tures that you think
are not required. If all you’ve
can think of that may be might be of interest.
got to bring is yourself, we’ll be
of interest. What kind of Hopefully we can all
treats do you feed dur- pick up a few pointers happy to see you!
ing the year, as well as to make this a great
Terese Davis
during breeding season. breeding season.

Headquar ters
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Treasurer’s Report
We now have $4,216.32 in our
club account. We collected
$140 in dues in February. At
our last meeting, we raised
$41.00, which will pay for the
hall, as well as a little left over
for other things. We appreciate
everyone’s donations to the raffle table. It is a great help to
the club finances and is kinda
fun, too! Thanks, everyone.

HOOK BILL HEADQUARTERS
On Raising Happy Hookers!
by Janna Place

I had never believed it when people
complained that their pet parakeet
would not breed. It was a concept
that defied common sense – I
mean; pet-hood doesn’t seem to
bother cats and dogs. Why birds?
And then Arnold, Katy and Cassidy
Sherry Fisher came into our lives. In our flock,
they support the complainers.

February Meeting Notes
Our esteemed secretary,
Chryse Seeman was unable to
attend the meeting this month
because of a prior (bird) commitment. Terese, Sherry and
Janna shared taking notes for
the minutes
Our speaker was Rita Clark,
who is a licensed wildlife rehabilitator. She specializes in
birds of all wild birds of all
kinds. She brought a nuthatcher woodpecker (unusual
habits), a kestrel hawk (tiny),
and a horned owl.
I always thought woodpeckers
were looking for insects when
they pecked at a tree…not always! They collect the acorns
from oak trees and then make
holes that will exactly fit each
nut they find. They insert it into
the hole and save it for winter.
The flock works as a group and
share in the work and the nuts.

(Continued on page 3)

Arnold was our very first hand fed
parakeet. We hovered over that
bird and carried him everywhere.
I’m surprised he learned to fly! Although he enjoys being with us, he
is head of the flock’s men’s club, a
loud and bobbing group of keet
males that meet in a corner to discuss current events and exchange
power plays. (I’m guessing.) Arnold, who got his name because he
was into exercise, not politics, did
not choose a mate. Katy, a gal from
his clutch who chose to tame herself, did not choose a mate, either.
By their third season, I threw them
together. Katy laid eggs. Arnold
took care of her, but they did not
breed: the eggs were not fertile.
The second time I threw them together, the eggs were also infertile.
The hen in the cage next door had
extras, so I substituted two for two.
Katy hatches those eggs and became a screaming witch, protective
of her precious brood. Arnold fed
her and the chicks. They couldn’t
have been better parents. Sometime later I gave Katy an entire
clutch of six. I learned that she and
Arnold will happily hatch and rear
whoever ends up in their box. In

their off time they never mate, but
hang out together and crawl all over
us when not on duty. I do not set up
without them.
Cassidy became my sweetheart totally out of guild. Her mom threw
her out. I rescued her and, when
she was four days old, I dropped a
lid on her wing tip, snipping it off.
The scab was so big, it anchored
her to the bottom of the beta tank in
which she lived. Guilt, Guilt, Guilt.
What’s worse, she adored me. But
she turned out OK. She flies sorta
sideways but I don’t think that
should interfere with her breeding
ability. She’s friends with everybody, but spurns all suitors. She
has become my teacher bird. When
a new group of youngsters advance
to the baby flight, Cassidy goes in
with them. This does not make her
happy, but within two days, the
young ones are drinking from the
tube, eating their veggies and playing parakeet games. She scolds me
severely but, after all, she’s a birdbrain and quickly forgets the inconvenience.
I’ve learned to make a distinction
between a bird destined to be a pet
and one destined to be a breeder.
I’ve also learned that a tame parakeet may be useful in a breeding
program if we develop its niche. But
even if totally useless, Arnold, Katy
and Cassidy are joys to have
around. Not For Sale!

HOOKBILLS
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New Member
We think that Benny’s on
vacation...we haven’t heard
from him since the last
meeting. So, we’ll have to
miss his wit and charm this
month. Hope to see ya
next month, Benny.

We would like to welcome new member Joe Flores, from Gustine.
He has canaries, diamond doves, and finches. Welcome, Joe!

Aviary Tours
In May, we have a real treat in
store. We have been invited to
visit a very unique aviary in Escalon. This is an aviary measuring
around 90 feet by 40 feet. The
owner has it completely planted
and it looks like a forest, with
trees, shrubs, pools, and rocks.
He has put many rare and unusual birds into the aviary and you
must stand very still and just
watch for awhile to see some of
the residents appear. This is a
very private place and has not
been seen by very many people.
We are very lucky to receive an
invitation to visit. This is thanks to
Sherry Fisher, who met the owner
and set this up for us. Following
this tour, we will adjourn to
Sherry’s house for snacks and for
the famous ‘duck feed’. Sherry
has a pond and has managed to
attract a wide variety of ducks and
geese. When it’s feeding time, it’s
quite a site to see everyone belly
up to the shoreline for their share
of goodies. If there’s still time, we
might tour Terese’s aviary, too.
The first aviary is in Escalon,
Sherry is in Oakdale, and Terese
is in Riverbank, so they’re all fairly
close by. We’ll establish a meeting place in the area and travel en
masse. It should be a lot of fun,
and quite interesting!
Terese Davis

We want to hear from
you …
Do you have a story to tell? A
favorite tip for caring for your
birds, a recipe for bird goodies, or
a breeding tip that has worked for
you? Write a little article, or call
me and I’ll help you put something
together. Everybody knows
something that might be of interest to other birders. We want to
get to know our members and
hear their thoughts and ideas.
Have any ideas on a speaker for
one of our meetings?
Terese Davis 869-5066

February Meeting Notes
(Continued from page 2)

Rita also gets domestic birds from
time to time. She isn’t set up to
keep these birds, so she took
names and numbers of members
who might be interested in taking
in a few strays (cockatiels, parakeets, parrots, etc.).
You can contact her at 847-2643,
if you have found an injured bird,
or would like to make a donation,
or get more information.
We had 18 attendees at the meeting. A very nice turnout.
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C.C.C.B.C. Newsletter Personal ads
SAN JOSE BIRDMART

Seems both the February and March bird mart dates conflict
with our meeting schedule (Feb. 18 and March 18).
(See Bird Mart schedule on Page 7)

ZEBRA FINCHES...Big, robust
birds. Most are closed banded,
2005 & 2006.

Your ad here…..

Young canary breeders
several different types. $50.
cockatiels $20.—$30.

Normals and Black
Cheek splits. $15.00$20.00 each, discounts
if you take 4 or more.

call LEO
(209) 449-7725 Cell
(209) 599-8580 Home

Chryse Seeman, 209 838-2466

Personal ads (like these) are free to members. Sometimes members would like to trade birds, to vary the bloodlines, rather than
just selling them. Let the newsletter staff (Jim Carter, Terese Davis or Janna Place) know if you would like to place an ad.

FOR SALE

Lady Gouldians

Lady Gouldian Pairs 1 - 2 years old,
ready to breed. $ 150.00 Per Pair
Call Sherry Fisher

(209) 847-0700

Bring any extra cages and bird
supplies that you would like to sell
to the meeting for the new SALE
TABLE
Your ad here…..

We need more personal
ads! Don’t you have some
birds or equipment you’d
like to sell? Let me know
and I’ll put your ad in.
And,,,,they’re free!
Hand raised baby lovebirds avail
now.. These little guys are so
tame, they will run across the floor
to climb into your hands. Starting
at $70 ea. Hand raising service
available. Some breeder canaries
and fancy parakeets avail, too.
Call Janna at 862-3792

Patricia’s Pet Setting—Able to care for
the entire aviary while you are away or come in
and help with chores. Finches to Amazons—
Love ‘em all.
References include Sherry Fisher and Chryse
Seeman
(Other pets also of course)
Call: (209) 968-2129

Your ad here…..

I have a set of breeding cages
that I would like to sell. They are
probably home-made and are a
little antique-looking. I will bring
one piece to the meeting for the
sale table. There are 4 pieces,
which stack up. Each cage can
be divided into 2 cages. Asking
$75 for the entire set. Terese
869-5066

5 Princess of Wales parakeets are
offered by Rick Dorr, $100 ea.
Pair of cinnamon red rumps for
$85.00/pr to good home. Call 209
575-3247.

All sold the first day!
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The Diamond Firetail Finch (Sparrow)
I have been seeing these finches (most commonly called Diamond Sparrows) for some time and
have always admired them for their amazing beauty. I have priced them at approximately $80 to
$90 each, which is quite expensive. This striking finch, sometimes referred to as a sparrow, is a loudcolored bird approximately 5” long. It is found in the central western and southeast regions of Australia. Unfortunately the population of Diamond Firetail finches is dwindling in it’s native land
These attractive birds are a smokey-brown color (normal
color) on the back an head with pure white on the underbelly and throat. They have a wide, black breast bar and
black flank markings with white, diamond shaped spots.
They have a striking black mask across the eyes, and to
the beak….similar to the mask of “Zorro”. The males have
a dark red beak and the hens, a bright red beak. And for
the “WOW” factor, they have a “fire engine” red rump.
There are several other color mutations. They can live for
5-7 years.
Diamond Firetails are difficult to sex because of similarities in color/markings on both genders. The
male has a raspy song that is never-ending if a hen is in earshot. He will impress the hen by holding a
feather or long stem of grass in his beak and jump up and down on the perch.
I have heard conflicting information on the ease of breeding and compatibility with other species in a
mixed aviary. I’m planning a trip up to Oregon to visit my friends, KJ and Linda Brown, who have
such a wide variety of exotic finches, including the diamond sparrow. Who knows what I might come
back with!

Chryse Seeman
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2007 Event Calendar - San Jose Bird Mart Events
San Jose Bird Marts are held on Sundays from 9am-3pm in California, and are shown in blue.
If anyone would like to submit a Bird Mart or show, please con
Day
March

Date
18

Host
Pomona, 9:30am-4pm

Location
Fair Plex, Pomona

March

25

Paso Robles Bird Mart
9am-3pm

Mid State Fairgrounds
24th & Riverside Streets, Paso Robles
Contact: Roy Cruickshank 805-239-3633

April

22*

San Jose Bird Mart

May

6

Foothill Bird Fanciers

Santa Clara Convention Center,
Santa Clara
Auction, contact Ilana Cristo

June

3

Fresno Bird Club

Fresno Fairgrounds, Fresno

June

10*

San Jose Bird Mart

San Francisco Cow Palace
Geneva and Santos Street

June

24

Pomona, 9:30am-4pm

Fair Plex, Pomona

July

29*

San Jose Bird Mart

August

19

Pomona, 9:30am-4pm

August

26

Foothill Bird Fanciers,
9:30-4pm

September

8

9am-4pm

September

16*

San Jose Bird Mart

September

23

Bird Mart

September

23

Bird Mart

Sonora

October

14

Redwood Empire Caged Bird Club

Sonoma Fairgrounds Kraft Hall
1350 Bennett Valley Road, Santa Rosa
Contact: Bonnie at. 707-546-1776

October

21*

San Jose Bird Mart

October

21

Capitol City Bird Society
9am-4pm

October

28

Central California Cage Bird Club

November

4

Fresno Bird Club

Fresno Fairgrounds, Fresno

November

18*

San Jose Bird Mart

Santa Clara County Fairgrounds
344 Tully Road, San Jose

November

25

Pomona, 9:30am-4pm

Fair Plex, Pomona

December

1

Santa Clara Canary & Exotic Bird
Club All Caged Bird Show

Centennial Hall, Hayward

Santa Clara Convention Center,
Santa Clara
Fair Plex, Pomona
Placer County Fairgrounds, Roseville
Contact: Blue Wrigley (916)991-7421
Sonoro County Fairgrounds, Sonora
Contact: Mary Sausen 209-536-9795
San Francisco Cow Palace
Geneva and Santos Street
Paso Robles Mid State Fairgrounds,
24th & Riverside Paso Robles
Contact: Roy Cruickshank 805-239-3633

Santa Clara County Fairgrounds
344 Tully Road, San Jose
Placer Fairgrounds, Jones Hall
Roseville, CA. Debbie 916-991-9164
SOS Club, 819 Sunset Ave., Modesto
(503) 233-4274
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*San Jose Bird Mart Events
All shows offer Many Prizes, Music, Food, and ATMs.
Some offer free parking; see below. If parking is not listed as free, there will be a fee.
Feb. 18

Apr. 22

Free Bird Seed to the first 100 paid attendants (one per household). Free Seed provided by our Featured
Vendor: Boswell's Aviaries. Back by Popular Demand: live music by The Heartstrings. Free Parking.
Adults: $7; Kids under 12: Free
Free $25 Gift Certificates to the first 100 paid attendees (one per household). Gift Certificates provided by our
Featured Vendor: Cedar Hill Bird Enterprises. Free Parking. Adults: $8 ($7 with coupon); Kids under 12:
Free

Jun. 10

Free Parking. Win a $75 shopping spree! Adults: $7; Kids under 12: Free

Jul. 29

Win a chance for early admission! Free Parking. Win a $50 shopping spree. Adults: $8 ($7 with coupon). Kids
unde 12: Free

Sept 16

Win a chance for early admission! Win a shopping spree up to $100!
Adults: $7 ($6 with coupon). Kids under 12: Free

Oct. 21

Free admission to the first 20 adult entrants! Win a $75 shopping spree!
Adults $7 ($6 with coupon). Kids under 12: Free

Nov. 18

Win a chance for early admission! Win a $100 shopping spree.
Adults: $7 ($6 with coupon). Kids under 12: Free
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Your Ad Here………………...

Ad Rates
Business Card $5.00 Year for Member, $10.00 Year for Non member
1/4 Page $30.00 Year for Member, $40.00 Year for Non member
1/2 Page $
1 Page $

