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Due to Stephen Fairman’s
expertise and hard work we
now have advanced into the
modern internet world with our
OWN personal web address,
which should be up and fully
running by August 1st.
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CCCBC was established
in 1933 as a parakeet club
which has evolved over
the years to include all
cage birds.
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Hookbill
Headquar ters
On Raising Happy Hookers
Janna Place

I will confirm the worst fears of at least one of our friends: We breakfast
with cockatiels. Chita, the gray, enjoys her omelet with spinach; Rose,
the lutino, prefers cheese; and Gracie, the cinnamon just wants hers
NOW. Gracie, in fact, weaned herself off baby bird formula onto omelet.
She likes her spinach served separately and dances for a sprinkling of
Cheerios.

It all began with Rose. Joel and I were wandering semi-aimlessly
through a feed store when a cage crammed with cockatiels caught our attention. A young man wearing
huge leather gloves warned us that they were mean birds and I walked away muttering darkly about lousy
living conditions – the manager was destined to hear from me.
I was waiting in line to talk to him when I heard the man in front of me speak my piece. The manager said,
“I know, but I can’t get to it until noon and they’ll all be sold by then anyway.” I turned to go and literally ran
into Joel. He was anxiously clutching a yellow cockatiel to his heart. There was a dazed, “can I keep it,
mommy”? look about his eyes and I reached for my wallet. The manager was the only one of us not surprised. That sweet, tame bird became our Yellow Rose of Texas and right from the get-go made it clear: I
was pleasant to be around, but Joel was her guy.
We had already rescued Chita from a yard sale. She was being entertained by a collection of little boys
who assumed she enjoyed sitting in the hot sun in a dirty cage which they occasionally banged with a stick.
Chita lived in a flight in our yard with other birds. Her mission in life was to rip off Joel’s ear. She groomed
him daily by plucking out his whiskers and let me know I was pleasant to be around, but Joel was her guy.
One day last summer we were gifted with a large indoor cage. What would happen, we wondered, if Chita
and Rose lived together inside – would they get along? Would they fight over Joel? Would Rose share her
omelet? Yes, yes and yes. There was some adjustment over Joel but when they realized he had two
shoulders, two ears and lots of hairs they worked it out.
We were routinely enjoying our omelets together when I began feeding up the baby cinnamon, already
adopted by a neighbor. Every morning it slurped formula and watched while we ate omelets. I called the
neighbor one day to say, “Congratulations! It’s a girl! And she said, “but I wanted a boy! And I swear that
baby girl looked me in the eye and said, “Hi, Mom, my name’s Gracie!”
Gracie and Rose and Chita all live together in the large cage. Joel transports them to breakfast every
morning. Chita and Rose each claim a shoulder and Gracie rides on top his head. Gracie has let it be
known he’s pleasant to be around, but I’m her Mom!
And if anyone else wants to adopt her, she tells me she expects an omelet for breakfast, spinach on the
side and Cherrios on top.
The presenter at our September meeting was Rita Clark, a local wild life rescue person. Many of us pledged
to take in cage birds that come to her attention — and I had my first opportunity in June
Rita got a call from a woman in Patterson; there was a small bird flapping across her back yard. Rita asked
the woman to catch the bird and called me as the nearest volunteer. A very small blue parakeet was delivered later that day. It was quite hungry and obviously had had an adventure, probably in the mouth of a dog.
It’s feathers were sparse, it’s nerves were jumpy, but it was intact and seemed anxious to escape another
time. I named him Mothy, both for his moth-eaten appearance and tendency to head for the light. He is doing well. He’s settled down and enjoys the chatter of a flock.
Janna Place
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Preparing the Finches for
show
The following plan is what works
for me. There are as many ideas
on show bird preparation, as
there are bird exhibitors.
About 8 weeks before a schedule
show, I start really watching and
comparing the birds that look
promising as show prospects. I
do this, daily, when I look through
the flock for any bird that may not
feel well or has been injured .
Then approximately 6 weeks before the show, I select the hopefuls and place them in a cage of
their own,( 24” or 30” cage) or
with one other bird, as long as
they get along well with each
other. My birds seem much happier with a cage mate, so I always
try to get them a buddy. It takes
approximately 6 weeks to completely grow wing and tail feathers and 4 weeks for most other
smaller feathers. At this time I
trim the toenails so they will be
natural looking on show day. If
trimmed right before the show,
they do not look smooth and
natural. The show team will get
the same diet as the entire flock,
with the exception of an added 23 feedings/week of a high protein
food, fresh egg-food is my choice
and the birds devour it in a matter
of minutes. The birds will get a
bath each day and days when
time is short, for the bird-keeper,
they will get a light mist with plain
water. The birds will get placed in
the show box as often as possible
to become comfortable in the
small quarters. Personally, I
rarely have time to spend with
much cage training, and most
times, if the bird is placed in the
show box the night before the
show…they usually settle down
and show well . One bird that I
spent a lot of time with in cage
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training, completely” freaked” on
the show bench and spent the
entire time hunched on the bottom of the show cage. I wonder
if all the catching and moving
this bird, to “train” him, resulted
in him being terrified of the
whole idea.
A few days before the big day, I
catch each bird and look closely
at his beak, legs and feet. If
there are tiny white lines on the
beak, they look like fine cracks,
a miniscule amount of wheat
germ oil ( on a Q-Tip) will
smooth and cover the white lines
and they disappear. DO NOT
get the oil on any other part of
the bird. The legs and feet will
most likely be looking pretty
good, from all the bathing, but if
not, extra cleaning and moisturizing can be done at this time. If
the leg band is dirty, clean it with
a soft toothbrush, just in case
the judge needs to record the
number on the winners list. The
work is done….hand the bird
over to the steward and enjoy
the day !

Show catalog deadline
The deadline for the 2007
CCCBC show in October, will be
the August meeting date. This
is earlier than in years past, but
as I am new at this job, I
would like some extra time to
put together a nice catalog.
Please start thinking about your
ad and how you want it to appear in the catalog. Also, it is
not too early to start asking
other clubs, businesses ( animal related and others) to
place an ad in the catalog.

We need everyone to help
gather ads and support for our
club
Help has been offered (ad set
up) for those of you who have
not advertised in earlier editions of the catalog. We can
assist with your ad, even if you
have advertised before. This is
a good avenue to get the word
out about your birds, business
or just to support the show and
club.
Let’s all “pitch in”
We will not be photo copying
old ads from previous catalogs
as they seem to be getting
pretty “ragged”. If you have an
ad that you have used in the
past, please submit it in the
original form at the August
meeting.
For best results, please present
your ad in black and white form
Suggested rates for catalog advertising: Board will decide on
rates soon
Full page…….
$40.00
One half page….. $25.00
1/4 page …….
$15.00
Business card……$10.00
Payments for ads must be received prior to printing 9/10/07
Chryse Seeman
Secretary
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C.C.C.B.C. Newsletter Personal ads
Patricia’s Pet Setting—Able to care for the

Madagascar mannikin

entire aviary while you are away, or come in and
help with chores. Finches to Amazons—Love ‘em
all.

Similar to a shaft tail, [a little smaller]
$60. or Trade
Call Rick. Dorr (209) 575-3247

(Other pets also of course)
Call: (209) 968-2129

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

40 Society Finches $ 10.00 Ea.

Lady Gouldians

call LEO Gomes

Call Sherry Fisher

(209) 848-0700

(209) 449-7725 Cell

(209) 599-8580 Home

Sherry’s Canaries
Personal ads (like these) are free to members. Sometimes members would like to trade birds, to vary the bloodlines, rather than just selling them.
Let the newsletter staff (Jim Carter, Terese Davis or Janna Place) know if you would like to place an ad or if the ad should be removed.

ZEBRA FINCHES...Big, robust birds. Most are closed
banded, 2005 & 2006.
Normals and Black Cheek splits. $15.00-$20.00 each,
discounts if you take 4 or more.

Chryse Seeman, 209 838-2466

Pair of

Lizard Canaries

banded 2007, lots of color
$200. or Offer a Trade
Call Rick Dorr (209) 575-3247

I’m looking for a female Star Finch. Anyone
have one available? I’m also looking for some
open bands for finches, size D or E. Please call
John Dejong at 669-1727
FINCH ZONE— Quality Finches at reasonable
prices. Many varieties and colors to choose from.
Please contact MARTIN RAMIREZ

Cages —- New and used. Large selection, all sizes. Reasonable
Prices. I just need to clear out some space.

Phone: (209) 538-6897

call LEO Gomes

Please Visit our WEB Site www.finchzone.com

(209) 449-7725 Cell

(209) 599-8580 Home

English budgies and American mixes
many interesting colors, including a white one and a purple one.. $5-30.00. Membership discounts available.

Contact Janna at 862-3792. SOLD
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Second Annual West Coast Zebra and Society Finch Specialty Show
and Celebration 7/27 thru 7/29 2007 Sacramento, CA
Once again, a small group of Finch breeders are planning an entire weekend of BIRDS and FUN ! There
will be speakers; John Wilson on Friday evening and Dr. Robert Black during the midday break on Saturday. Richard Renshaw will lead a discussion on Genetics 101. The time for his talk will be determined as
the show date draws close. The judging will take place on Saturday, starting at 9:00am, with Zebra Finches
showing first. A picnic lunch and guest speaker will fill the noon hour, with the judging of the Society
Finches following. Mr. Jamie Jackson from Kansa City will do the honors. An added class this year will be
the “Peoples Choice Award” with the prize going to the bird receiving the most votes from the attendees.
After the bird show and a “small” glass of wine, there will be a raffle with some great prizes, cages, seed
and supplies and many wonderful items. Following the raffle, and perhaps a few more tastes of wine, an
auction, conducted by Mr. Vince Huntington and assisted by his most- able assistant, Sally will be a highlight of the weekend. The auction at the show last year had most of us rolling on the floor and gasping for
air….this was due to the hilarity of Mr. Huntington and NOT the wine.
Beautiful birds, books, art, jewelry and great stuff will be up for the highest bid.
A celebration dinner will follow the auction. The dinner will be held at Memphis Bar-B-Que, Bercut Dr., Sacramento.
After the dinner, we will gather on the hotel patio to just visit and enjoy the company of fellow exhibitors….and enjoy ICE CREAM ! If history repeats itself, most folks, still not tired of talking birds, will probably
spend most of the night, crammed in someone’s hotel room….discussing bloodlines and reminiscing on
great shows and birds from the past. Sunday morning will see the last of the bird sales, teardown of show
room and an organizational meeting to start the planning process for the show in 2008.
There will be top quality birds available for sale throughout the weekend.
This is truly the premier event for Finch enthusiasts in the western U.S. One other specialty show, featuring
Finches, will take place in the midwest, later in the summer. If you have ever wanted to see top quality
Finches, this is the event to attend.
Further information is available from
Raspberry@iinet.com or zbirds@hotmail.com

Show Catalog
It’s not too early to get your advertisement for the show catalog in to Chryse Seeman. She will be at the July
meeting and will be delighted to help set up a new ad for you or discuss using any earlier material you may
have.
The official deadline is the August meeting.
Full page $40.00, ½ page $25.00, ¼ page $15.00 and Business card is $10.00
What a great way to advertise your birds or business and also support your local bird club !
You can contact her at (209) 838-2466 or zbirds@hotmail.com
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2007 Event Calendar San Jose Bird Marts are held on Sundays from 9am-3pm in California, and are shown in blue.
If anyone would like to submit a Bird Mart or show, please con
Day

Date

Host

Location

July

27-29

West Coast Zebra & Society Finch
Fanciers

2nd Annual West Coast Zebra & Society Finch Specialty
Show, Memphis BBQ, Bereut Dr., Sacramento

July

29*

San Jose Bird Mart

Santa Clara Convention Center,
Santa Clara

August

26

Foothill Bird Fanciers,
9:30-4pm

Placer County Fairgrounds, Roseville
Contact: Blue Wrigley (916)991-7421

September

8

9am-4pm

Sonora County Fairgrounds, Sonora
Contact: Mary Sausen 209-536-9795

September

16*

San Jose Bird Mart

San Francisco Cow Palace
Geneva and Santos Street

September

23

Paso Robles Bird Mart

Paso Robles Mid State Fairgrounds,
24th & Riverside Paso Robles
Contact: Roy Cruickshank 805-239-3633

September

23

Sonora Bird Mart

Sonora

October

14

Redwood Empire Caged Bird Club

Sonoma Fairgrounds Kraft Hall
1350 Bennett Valley Road, Santa Rosa
Contact: Bonnie at. 707-546-1776

October

21*

San Jose Bird Mart

Santa Clara County Fairgrounds
344 Tully Road, San Jose

October

21

Capitol City Bird Society
9am-4pm

Placer Fairgrounds, Jones Hall
Roseville, CA. Debbie 916-991-9164

October

27

Central California Cage Bird Club

SOS Club, 819 Sunset Ave., Modesto
(209) 869-5066, Terese Davis, Pres.

November

4

Fresno Bird Club

Fresno Fairgrounds, Fresno

November

18*

San Jose Bird Mart

Santa Clara County Fairgrounds
344 Tully Road, San Jose

December

1

Santa Clara Canary & Exotic Bird Club
All Caged Bird Show

Centennial Hall, Hayward
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YOUR AD HERE…………………..

Ad Rates
Business Card $5.00 Year for Member, $10.00 Year for Non member
1/4 Page $30.00 Year for Member, $40.00 Year for Non member
1/2 Page $

1 Page $
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