APR 2011

www.mycccbc.org

Central California
Cage Bird Club
CCCBC was fortunate to have as guest speaker at our March 20

th

meeting veteri-

narian Dr. Brandon Barrett. If you were able to attend, there was a wealth of information
and if you were unable to attend, you missed a good discussion. Dr. Barrett is located at
Community Veterinary Clinic in Turlock. Dr. Barrett treats many different species: dogs,
cats, reptiles, birds and more! I, for one, have been in his office with tortoises and my
Scarlet Macaw, Apollo. Prior to the meeting, members submitted a number of questions to
Dr. Barrett for discussion at the meeting. Dr. Barrett’s experience and insight to the care of
the avian species was very informative. For anyone interested in looking up more information on Dr. Barrett his clinic’s website is http://turlockvet.com. The following
is a brief excerpt of the discussion and I hope you find the information useful.
Jennifer Hayes
Vice-President

View Questions and answers on pages 3 and 4

April Meeting
Springtime and Babies!
In our April meeting, we’re going to have a group discussion about this year’s breeding
progress. How many babies do you have so far? How many pairs are you doing? What’s
working for baby food and what are you adding to it?

CCCBC Established in 1933
MEMBERS ONLY !
Only Members get our
monthly newsletter, free
personal ads, and can
attend all meetings, parties,
and field trips. Visitors are
also welcome to attend our
meetings, and free food!
Members can also get a
member phone list. You get
chances to sell your birds
and buy from people you
know. We learn a lot, laugh
a lot, and eat, too! Join us!!!
Call or ask for application.
Jimmy 869 5066.

Let’s see if we can exchange some ideas and stories … I can’t think of anything I’d rather
talk about than babies. This year anyway. I already have four or five fledged and more in
the nests and eggs and everything! It looks to be the best year I’ve had in a long time.
How about everybody else?

Inside this issue:

Don’t forget your snacks and raffle items. We’re trying to have more children’s items on
the raffle table, because we’re finally getting more families with kids.
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We are going to have the SALE table, as we usually try to do. I know lots of people who
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thought they had pairs and had a couple of sex changes. So there are some extra males
and females available… bring them along and do some bird trading!
Introduction to Dr. Barrett
See you on the 17th!
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March 20, 2011 Meeting Minutes

N

22 people were present at the club meeting in March. The meeting was opened by
Ted
Brandvold at 1:25.
No secretary's report for February. The treasurer's report was given for February
and March by Janna.
Janna spoke again of the new revisions to the bylaws. Sharon suggested that the deleted section on the “Novice Show Rules” be printed out for members and made
available at the bird show. The bylaw revisions were voted on and passed by the
membership. Thank you Janna for all your hard work on them!
Bird Show. A $500.00 deposit has been given to the SOS to reserve it for our October bird show. We will possibly have the dinner at Mancini Hall. We may outgrow
the SOS in the next few years and will then look at other possible sites including the
Turlock fairgrounds.
Rita Clark. Janna mentioned that Rita has a bird rescue and needs people to volunteer to take birds she has rescued. A signup was taken. We may visit her facility as
a group, perhaps as a meeting's program. It was decided to donate $50.00 to her
rescue efforts.
Donations. As in previous years, the club voted to donate $50.00 to the Oasis Sanctuary in Arizona.
Meeting Programs. Jennifer asked if members would be willing to travel to Darrell's
aviary in the bay area for a meeting program. Most people sounded willing to carpool
to see his facility. This may be the program for June. The program for July may be
to visit Rita Clark's bird rescue facility.
March Meeting Program. Dr. Barrett came and once again spoke to us about the
questions we might have for a doctor concerning the care of birds. He is an excellent speaker and we all learned some valuable information from him including the
importance of probiotics and vitamins for birds. Thank you Dr. Barrett!
The raffle profit was $40.00
submitted by Sharon Byrne, acting secretary
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The following are some of the questions that were submitted to
Dr. Barrett for discussion at our meeting on March 20, 2011.
His comments as written are a brief summary from notes taken
during the discussion.
Q1.Some of my canaries have had poop balls sticking to their behinds. Sometimes they're quite large. I don't
know anything else to do but pull them off. I try not to pull too many feathers at a time, and have had some
bald behinds, but nobody died. I don't suppose there's anything to prevent this? I also get small wounds on
bird feet that then collect debris and become big balls around their toes. Some have lost toes.
Dr. Barrett’s comments: Dr. Barrett felt question 1 and 2 were closely related in the discussion. He
suggested that yeast could be the culprit with a gram stain being necessary to verify the presence of yeast.
He described the poop issue as being compared to dough with the sticky texture of the yeast being the
reason that the poop sticks to the feathers. For yeast problems he gives a probiotic paste and compared it
to acidophilus and Activia yogurt. These products are made with bacteria that are helpful with digestion and
used to increase the good flora in humans. He also discussed the previous beliefs that dairy products are
bad for birds. He believed this was due to dairy not being in a normal daily wild bird’s diet. He suggested
that yogurt in small quantities could be given to birds to help increase the good bacteria. Small amounts
given daily for approximately one week should show an improvement in the sticky poop problem. However,
if the problem returns it may be necessary to treat with antibiotics which kill the good bacteria and yeast
increases.

Q2.Please review the possible causes of yeast infections in birds and parrots.
Dr. Barrett’s comments: Yeast is like a type of bacterial virus. It can affect skin, lungs and cells. An
example was given as salmonella in bad food. Yeast is a bad problem but it is not always the only problem
or the original cause of the problem. Psychological, disease, anatomical or physiological stressors can be
linked to the causes of yeast. If a yeast problem is found, it is necessary to discover which of these causes
could be the culprit. Birds, as do humans, have bacteria that are essential to healthy living. The good
bacteria are flushed out by yeast. This can be as simple as a change in food, improper diet and allergies.
Treating a bird with antibiotics kills the good bacteria that are needed for a healthy system and can give yeast
a chance to take over. Yeast infections can lead to serious GI tract and respiratory problems such as
Candida and Aspergillosis.

Q3.Feather loss: How do you know when it is normal seasonal feather loss or if it could be something bigger
brewing; for example breast feather loss in January/February as opposed to spring. Stress vs. boredom vs.
Illness.
Dr. Barrett’s comments: Feather loss can be contributed to seasonal hormonal changes that birds go
through. Another reason for feather loss is the possibility of skin injury. The best indication is to watch the
bird’s behavior closely; how is it acting, how does its skin look, is it picking at and pulling the feathers.
Boredom and stress are things which cause birds to peck at wing and chest area eventually pulling out
(Continued on page 4)
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feathers. Dr. Barrett gave the example of a test run of 100 birds. Out of the 100 birds, 90 had some type of
psychological issue. The sad part about this issue is that 81% never get better no matter what treatment is
given. Feather pulling could be an indicator of a bigger problem such as plucking vent feathers could be a
result of diarrhea; stomach area could be intestinal discomfort. The question was asked if there was a “bad
tasting product” that could be put on feathers to dissuade the bird from chewing and pulling. Dr. Barrett’s
response was that the birds’ sense of taste is so different from humans that he knows of no product that is
both safe and effective to treat and cure. This discussion then turned to stress vs. nervousness when Janna
asked about a parakeet that is not a nervous bird but was described as very active with a “high idle”.
Dr. Barrett said with cases like this he knows of birds being treated with very low doses of an anti-psychotic.
To be treated the bird would have to be in a cage by itself and long term effects of treatment are risky.

Q4.Are food coloring dyes safe for use in bird toys or is there a special type of coloring used.
Dr. Barrett’s comments: Dyes that can be used for coloring wood toys would be food grade dyes such as
Easter egg dyes. The die is mixed and the wood is then soaked in the dye which only absorbs a few layers
into the wood. Dr. Barrett’s main concern for making toys was the type of woods used and the sterilization
process of the wood prior to being given to the birds. He stated that many people will go to the hills and cut
Manzanita and pop it in a cage. The proper care should be to remove the bark and spray with bleach water
(1 cup/gallon), let set, and then rinse multiple times or soak in clear water to rinse. Birds must stay away from
the bleach odor.

Q5.What is the importance of feeding vitamins to all your birds and when would you feed them?"
We feed a good mix of seeds of varying kinds to our birds depending on what species -- as well as all kinds of
fruits and vegetables and greens. Do they also need vitamins?
Dr. Barrett’s comments: If the birds are receiving the perfect mix of seed, greens, fruits and vegetables
then vitamins are not necessary. If this is the case the vitamins given to a bird which is receiving sufficient
vitamins through food any additional vitamins given as a supplement will pass through the bird as waste.
However, vitamins supplemented in excess will be a problem. He gave the example of the Ecelectus parrot
with vitamin overdoes has the problem with unstoppable toe tapping. But in the cases of breeding and babies
he was very much in favor of the additional vitamin supplements as long as dosages are watched.
Additional discussion: The question was asked whether fleas could give tapeworms to birds and then be
transmitted to humans.
Dr. Barrett’s comments: Tapeworms cannot live well in birds. If worms are a concern, a fecal sample
should be sent to a lab for protozoa and worm exam. There is little chance of anything transferring to
humans.
When asked to compare seed diet vs. pellet diet. Dr. Barrett stated that diet is less of a problem with small
birds. The small birds are more suited and built for the seed diet. The larger birds are where diet is more
critical. Pellets have more of the balance of seed, vegetable and fruit matter all combined so it is best to get
the bird switched over to a main staple of pellet and little if any seed. But he did agree that birds are picky
and stubborn and can literally starve themselves if the food that they want is not available to them.
When asked about dog food for birds, Dr. Barrett stated that dog food contained too much protein for birds
and that the result is birds being injured by gout. Gout is the result of crystals in the joints which cause
extreme pain and deformities. The gout can be treated but the deformities will remain.
Jennifer Hayes
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Personal Ads

CCCBC

Canaries: Glosters, frills and more.
This year’s babies. Easy to install
homemade perches for sale.
Call Art Pacheco
209-825-1979

APR 2011

Personal ads now appear on our
classified page on the web at
www.mycccbc.com/classifieds

Looking for canaries; Gloster pairs or
singles and bronzes. Interested in buying,
but also have some whiteface, pearl and
cinnamon cockatiels for a possible trade.
Francisco 209 528-8678

Beautiful male Gouldians for sale:
$50 ea.
Also some nice male canaries for $35.
Call Esteban Meza at 466-4785

FINCH ZONE— Quality Finches
at reasonable prices. Many Varieties
and colors to choose from.
Please contact MARTIN RAMIREZ
Phone: (209) 538-6897

BREEDER OF GLOSTER AND LIZARD
CANARIES SINCE 1976. I HAVE THAT
SPECIAL BLOOD LINE FOR YOU
CONTACT:
510.527.1788

DARRELL BREWER
REASONABLE PRICES!

Please Visit our WEB Site www.finchzone.com

Are you looking for Diamond Doves
Call Jim Medeiros at 209 634-6018

Newsletter Ads

At Central Valley Koi
e-mail: koifishjim@gmail.com

Fees for newsletter ads (except the personal ads) are due by
February 15. If we don’t hear from you, we will contact you
about renewing your ad. We are only putting business cards in
the paper newsletter, although full page ads will run on the
website. Larger ads will be put into the Show Catalog and also
on the website. This is because of postage prices. Now is a
good time to put in a for a business card ad. Got a catchy ad
phrase for 2011? or send us your sketch and we’ll put together
a card for you or send a business card . Business card fees
are $5 per year for members, and $10 for non-members.
Email: to Jimmy Carter at jdc100@sbcglobal.net
call: 209 869 5066
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2011 Event Calendar—Bird Mart and Bird Show Events
Apr 17
JUN 12
NOV 20

San Jose Bird Mart
Many Prizes !
Pay & Free (10th St.) Parking - ATM - Food
info@sanjosebirdmart.com
http://www.sanjosebirdmart.com

Santa Clara County Fairgrounds
344 Tully Road, San Jose
Gateway Hall for APR and NOV
June Mart will be at Pavilion Hall

Sunday 9 AM to 3 PM

Removed, No Information
JULY ??

6th Annual West Coast Zebra and Society Finch Show
1st. Day Speaker and bird sales
www.efinch.com/show
5th Annual West Coast Zebra and Society Finch Show,

JULY ??

judge:

AUG 14

Northern California Exotic Bird & Supply Exposition
Birds, Reptiles and Supplies for sale at Great prices
Admission: $7.00, (10 and under, Free
Limited Free Parking
Web: www.ncabird.com
Contact: Laurene or Jim 510 785-6647

OCT ??

OCT 23

OCT 28 Setup
OCT 29 Show

TBA

Meet the top breeders on the west coast
La Quinta Downtown Sacramento
Chris Hartje, manager 916 765-6366
chrishartje@msn.com

Judge Unconfirmed for 2011
Alameda County Fairgrounds
4501 Pleasanton Ave.
Pleasanton, CA.
Sunday 9 AM to 4 PM

RECBC
Redwood Empire Caged Bird Club
Bird Mart

Sonoma Fairgrounds Kraft Hall
1350 Bennett Valley Road.
Santa Rosa, Ca.
Sunday ??
Contact: Bonnie at: (707) 546-1776

CCBS Bird Mart & Pet Expo & Mart

Placer County Fairground

www.capitolbird.org
Capitol City Bird Society
P.O. Box 41221, Sacramento, CA. 95841-0221

Roseville, CA.
info/Contact: Rosiebird at (916) 363-6777
Sunday, 9am—4pm

Central California Cage Bird Club
Canary/Finch 58th Bird show and 5th Bird Mart
Adults: $2;
kids 15 and under: Free.
Free Parking—Food
WEB: www.mycccbc.org

SOS Club,
819 Sunset Ave., Modesto
Saturday, 9am—4pm
Contact: Terese Davis: (209) 247-3206 Bird Mart info.
Contact: Darrell Brewer: (510) 527-1788 for Show info.
Contact: Darrell Horst: (530) 661-7460 American Singer Show

Columbia Bird Club in Portland

?

?

Nov ? Setup
NOV ? Show

Nov ? Setup
NOV ? Show

ACFA American Canary Fanciers Association
31st. Annual judged show

Boys and Girls Club
100 W. 5th. St.
San Pedro, Ca. 90731
Start time 9:00am to

Contact:

Removed, No Information

NOV 12 & 13

DEC 3

Larry Waugh Memorial Quad
Pacific American Singers
http://www.pacificamericansingers.org

Laurel Inn
801 W. Laurel Dr., Salinas, CA.
Saturday and Sunday
9am to 2pm

Annual song contest for American Singer Canaries
Free Parking, Free Public Viewing canaries for sale
Contact: pacificamericansingers@yahoo.com
Santa Clara Valley Canary & Exotic Bird Club
50th Annual Cage Bird Show
http://www.santaclarabirdclub.org
Free Parking, $3 /cage entry fee
Birds for sale
Public admission $5/adult;, children free

jdc100@sbcglobal.net
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209 996-6615

Clarion San Jose Airport
1355 N. 4th St., San Jose, CA

Please place 2011 EVENT CALANDAR Question in the Subject col. of the e-mail.
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Status of our web site From JAN 1 to APR 11
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Silver Song West
“Often Imitated but Never Duplicated”
Complete diet for your caged birds
Full Line of Breeding Supplies

We now have our own line of
eggfood made exclusively for
Silver Song West
Distributors of
AVITECH
Benelux
Animal House Classic Perches
Coloring agents for red factor canaries
Full line of nesting supplies
Sand perches and swings
Medicines and Supplements and

Much…much…more!

Visit us at our web site

WWW.Silversongwest.com
Let us ship our product to your door!
Fax 1-209-388-0694
Volume 4

1-800-287-4884
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President

Ted Brandvold

209 572-3550 voldarchi@sbcglobal.net

Vice‐President
Vice‐President

Jennifer Hayes

209 480-9269 xandysmom@aol.com

Charlene Stoller

Treasurer

Janna Place

209 599-5933 charlee46@aol.com
209 862-3792

Acting Secretary

Sharon Byrne

Editor- Terese Davis
Publisher/Editor- Jim Carter

Show Manager
Show Assistant
Web Master

Darrell Brewer
Ted Brandvold
Jim Carter

209 578-3254
209 869-5066
209 996-6615
510 527-1788

lenoxlounge@comcast.net
tmacd869@sbcglobal.net
jdc100@sbcglobal.net
glosterman@live.com

209 862-3792 voldarchi@sbcglobal.net
209 996-6615 jdc100@sbcglobal.net

2011 Meeting Schedule
JAN-16

Meeting

FEB-20

Meeting BST

MAR-20 Meeting
APR-17

Mancini Hall
718 Tuolumne Blvd.
Modesto Ca. 95351
1:PM

Meeting

MAY-15 Meeting
JUN-12

Meeting (2nd SUN) Mancini Hall

JUL-17

Meeting

AUG-21 Picnic & Auction
SEP-18

718 Tuolumne Blvd.
Modesto Ca. 95351
1:PM

Meeting

58th Bird Show
OCT-29
& 5th Bird Mart

SOS CLUB
819 Sunset Blvd.
Modesto Ca. 95351
9am-4pm

NOV-20 Meeting, Election Mancini Hall
DEC–18 Meeting/Party

Mancini Hall

Any Changes to this schedule will be posted here.

Remember to bring snacks for the meeting and items for the raffle
table. It can be anything i.e. Goodies bird supplies, wine, cookies,
plants, yard sale finds, etc. Tickets are 3 for $1.00. and we always have
lots of fun with this. The money from the tickets pays for the meeting
hall. Meetings begin at 1:00 PM with introduction of members and
guests followed by the club business and then the program speaker.
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3507 Tully Road
Modesto, CA 95356
209-522-PETS
petpro553@hotmail.com

