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www.mycccbc.org
The purpose of this organization is to develop, promote the proper breeding,
humane treatment, and care of birds of all kinds and varieties. To reproduce, exchange,
publish and distribute information on aviculture which will tend to increase the knowledge
of its members. To cooperate with other organizations and governmental agencies toward
the establishment of practices for improved breeding, handling and treatment of all birds.

President’s Message

2014 Club Officers
President:
J ane Per ez
Hello Fellow Bird Lovers,
1st
VP:
J
ennifer
Hayes
First, I want to sincerely thank the members of the SCVCEBC
2nd VP: J ulie Far ia
Dates of Bird
for donating their remaining treasury to CCCBC. Believe me,
it’ll be put to good use! As discussed, we have added a Cocka- Secretary: Any taker s?
Club
tiel Division to our annual show and will continue to grow that Treasurer: Shar on Byr ne
Meetings:
division as appropriate. Additionally we will be sending the
Newsletter: Ter r y Ryan
SCVCEBC membership a copy of our newsletter for the reWebmaster: J im Car ter
 September 21 mainder of the year – I hope that you will consider joining us
Show Managers: Ter r y &
 October 25** for 2015! Thank You and Welcome!
Jane
 November 16
Mart Manager: Ter ese Davis
 December 14* Two things from last month: Our Mini Bird Mart was a won2014

*Week early due
to Xmas
**CCCBC 61st
Annual Bird Show
& Mart on Saturday– no meeting!

derful success! If we keep going, we’re going to have another
big event on our hands! We made over $700.00 in support of
our show. Although this fell short of last year, we are very
pleased with the money made.
CCCBC participation at the Sonora Bird Mart was VERY
small (Leo, Terese, Jimmy, my husband, Dave and I), but we
had a lot of fun. We had quite a few inquiries about the club
and a lot of flyers handed out. Hopefully, that will also pay off
at the show. AND we sold some birds to boot!
Next meeting–preparing for the show.
See you there!
Jane

Meetings are held at:
Stanislaus County
Agricultural Center
3800 Cornucopia Way
Modesto, CA 95358
(corner of Crows Landing
& E. Service Road)
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September 21st
Final planning
For the Bird Show
And Bird Mart

Presents

The 61st Annual CCCBC

Bird Show & Bird Mart
Saturday, Oct. 25, 2014

Public welcome to this once a year event!
Held at the Manteca-Ripon Pentecost Society,
133 N. Grant Ave. Manteca, Ca. 95336

Saturday, Oct. 25th

9am-4pm

Please join us at our 61st Annual Bird Show. Ever wonder what it would be like to experience a Bird Show? See how the Judges determine which birds are winners. How color,
song, and appearance play an important part in judging a bird. We invite you to bring the
whole family and see for yourself how it is done. We have free parking and a $5.00 admission for adults. Children 16 and under are FREE when accompanied by an adult. We
are proud of our newest Division, Juniors to go along with our Canary, Finch and Cockatiel Divisions!
For Bird Show information, contact Jane Perez at (209) 245-3582

In addition, we are celebrating our 9th Annual BIRD MART.
You will find hundreds of birds, toys, bird seed, misc. supplies, cages and many vendors
who can answer some of your birding questions as well as help you select that wonderful
special little bird for your family.
For Bird Mart information, contact Terese Davis at (209) 247-3206

Check us out on the web at

Map to the Show/Mart

MRPS Social Hall
133 N. Grant Ave
Manteca Ca. 95336
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West Toward Tracy

We are having a
Raffle and Silent
Auction.
You may be the
lucky winner of
some great items.
Please load up the
family and come on
down!

NORTH Toward Stockton

www.mycccbc.org
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HOW TO BEAT THE UNBEATABLES
By Brian Keenan
Article published May 2003
I get asked all sorts of questions about birdkeeping, some predictable, others less so.
The other day it was on the subject of winning at shows. How do we stop so-and-so from winning? "Have you tried
running over him with a ten ton truck?" I responded. It wasn't a Yorkie fancier, so it didn't matter anyway! Seriously, it started me thinking about why I took up my hobby, and the enjoyment I get from it.
In my case bird keeping was in my blood, although I did not know this when I started out as a nine years old boy, as
it skipped a generation - my grandfather was a birdman, but my father did not take up the hobby himself.

Boyhood enjoyment
As a youngster, I enjoyed caring for my stock, and the excitements around breeding time, as the new chicks emerged
from their shells and eventually fledged, before moulting out into mature birds. I enjoyed joining a CBS club, and
attending the monthly meetings where I was able to meet other, like-minded people, all of whom lived locally, and
whom I could visit if invited.
I enjoyed the exhibition side of the hobby too, and at all levels. Starting as a junior, I later graduated to the Novice
ranks, before attaining Champion status. Over a period of time, I showed my birds throughout the country, and made
many new friends.
I enjoyed a solid induction into bird keeping that was not centred around the 'must win' philosophy that seems to be
prevalent today. It was more important that I continued to make solid progress, whether that was on the exhibition
bench, or in the breeding room.
It was not until later that I began to notice how certain fanciers seemed to be more successful on the show bench than
others. At Novice levels, I knew of one fancier (now deceased) who regularly withdrew certain birds from his show
team, saying they were off colour, so he was taking them home. That was in the days when fanciers benched birds on
the evening before the show, affording the chance of a 'pre-show' preview. I later learned that particular fancier was
extremely successful as a Novice - and had been for more than 40 years. He was just one win from being forced to
turn Champion and so was protecting himself, by withdrawing any birds he expected could cost him his final 'life'.
"He doesn't think he's ready yet" chuckled my companion, "but I don't know what the other Novices think."

To win at any cost
I noticed that other fanciers would have a different show team out each week. How can they keep so many birds? I
wondered, before realising they were buying in birds specifically to win at the shows. Hollow victories, I thought,
especially when I learned of certain fanciers who were 'borrowing' entire show teams to exhibit throughout the season, before returning them to their rightful owners in time for next years breeding season to commence. Cheating,
just so they can beat me, I smiled, thinking how sad they were.
Then of course, there were the fanciers who paid kings ransoms for birds, exhibiting them and breeding with them, as
they improved their studs. As a youngster, I could not afford that, and my dad thought �4 was a bit steep for a canary, even though he paid that princely sum for my Christmas present one year in the 1960's. There is nothing wrong
with buying the best you can afford, and of course that is good advice in all walks of life, for example, housing, cars,
etc. We all make choices, and we all have to live by the results.
Overall, the more competitive shows taught me an important lesson. It was to take enjoyment from what you have,
and your hobby in general, without the pressures of winning. Shows are generally over in a day, but bird keeping
goes on all year round.
I learned that by helping at the various clubs, I gained even more enjoyment, although there were some weekends
when I would see very little of the show, or how my own team had fared, because I was busy in the administrative
side of my hobby. Overall, it put me in touch with more fanciers, and increased the pleasure I gained from my hobby.
Back to the original question though - just how do you stop somebody winning? By beating them at their own game,
is the answer.
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If individuals are dominating the show scene, then study their show teams and see why they are so much better than
the competition. The odds are that they win because of three things, firstly preparation - clean healthy exhibits displayed to perfection in exquisite cages. Secondly, the exhibits will have a 'touch of class' about them, glowing plumage, a jaunty action, or peerless position for example, and each bird will be thoroughly at home in the show hall, as it
goes through its paces. Thirdly, each bird will resemble its brothers and sisters throughout the owners show team, as
they will all be closely related, and bred for the job. Each will resemble or some would say, exceed the ideal model,
and whilst some will be better than others, overall, they will each have similar characteristics. It does not matter what
the variety is, these components all go towards making the ideal show bird, and if a good showman gets it right with
one bird, the chances are that he will also get it right throughout his ent ire show team.
So, rather than ask how do we beat him, it is more important to ask yourself, what have his birds got that does not
exist in your own stock - then work hard to improve. You need to work harder that he does - he already has all the
elements to continue his or her success, whilst you have to try to obtain the missing X factor - and then have to blend
it successfully into your own stock in order to beat the opposition. The 'king' only needs to repeat the same and similar pairings to maintain his progress, so you can see that success will not be easily come by, and it will not be quick.

Professional winners
There is another element to the equation, and that is the dedication of the fancier. It is no coincidence that consistently winning fanciers are sometimes termed 'professionals.' Those using the phrase may not know it, but it is a huge
complement to apply a term that points to dedication, ambition, drive, and the businesslike pursuit of a hobby in a
non-amateurish manner. Most importantly, to be able to recognise, and therefore to set trends at an early stage,
means that the leading fanciers are working hard to stay that one jump ahead. In short, they are developing their favourite breeds, and backing their own judgement by leading from the front. And to get past them, in the first instance
you need to grab onto their coat-tails.
So make time to discuss birds with the leading fanciers of your favourite breed. In particular, ask them to discuss
your own birds, rather than theirs, and suggest what is missing, and how to improve. You will learn a great deal, but
the truth may hurt. Listen to what they say, then make your own judgements. If they have a bird that may help you,
ask to see it, or at least get onto their list for next year. And look around the show hall. Excepting the dedicated
workers, the people not paying any attention to the birds are there to be beaten, whilst those only interested in their
own birds are the ones to avoid: they can see their own stock any day, and unless they already have the best birds in
the show, they are missing the point that others too have something worthwhile to contribute.
Of course, there is an element of luck.

Keep on going at the top
It is always harder to judge an early show than it is to judge at a show later in the season. This is because all the birds
are unknown, some are perhaps not properly trained, whilst others have not quite finished their moults. Nevertheless,
a winning bird at an early show will often continue to win at later events throughout the season. Why? Firstly because it has been 'recognised' by other judges, who may subconsciously be tempted to give it the benefit of the doubt
against other unknown birds, and secondly and more importantly, because it has 'been there before', and knows exactly how to behave whilst the crucial judging process is going on. That is down to show temperament, and that too,
needs to be bred into your stock, as much as any other quality. Again, the proven winner has it, and the 'wannabee'
does not.
So how do we finally beat the unbeatables? With great patience, and a lot of luck. Meanwhile, why not admire their
birds, and enjoy their company and your hobby - that is what you are in it for, after all.

The above is from the collection of Birdkeeping Articles
By Brian Keenan
This article can be viewed at: http://www.yccuk.com/briankeenan/unbeatables.html
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Presents
The CCCBC 61st Annual
Bird Show & Bird Mart
Saturday Oct. 25, 2014
Divisions include:
 Finch
 Canary-Colorbred, Type I & Type II
 Cockatiel
 Junior (18 & under)
 Kitchen Canary
Please see our website www.mycccbc.org
Located at: MRPS Hall
133 N Grant St. Manteca, CA 95336
For information please call
Bird Show Manager Terry Ryan (209) 969-9030
President, Jane Perez (209) 245-3582
Bird Mart Manager Terese Davis (209) 869-5066
5

September 2014

Central California Cage Bird Club

Darrell Brewer
“Breeder of
Champion canaries
Since 1976”

(510) 527-1788

Newsletter
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September 2014

Gloster
Lizard
Yorkshire

WANTED
Lizard Canary Show Cages
Please Contact
Salvador Servin
e-mail salser16@yahoo.com
phone (310) 562-7390

Canaries for Sale
All different kinds!

Angel Rodriguez

(209) 402-0024

Ricky (209) 648-8682

Colorbred Canaries
Van Pham
(209) 938-9549
Saigon Vietnamese Restaurant
1904 N. Pacific Ave. Stockton, Ca
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Silver Song West

“Often imitated,
but never duplicated!”

Order line: 1-800-287-4484
Phone
209-388-9018
Fax
209-388-0694
E-mail: silversongwest@aol.com
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September 21, Modesto, Ca CCCBC meeting 1pm “Getting Ready for the Big
Event”



October 11, Auburn, Foothill Bird Fanciers Auction



October 11, Sacramento, Capitol City Hookbill & Lovebird Show



October 25, Manteca, CA CCCBC 61st Annual Bird Show & Bird Mart



November 2, Fresno, CA CCSA Bird Mart



November 9, Arcadia, CA ACFA 35th Annual Canary Show
(see also website www.mycccbc.org or http://exoticbirdexpos.info)

For over 40 years, the Society has owned and operated
these specialty resale stores, featuring items such as
clothing, accessories, jewelry, furniture, artwork, antiques, collectibles, and other household items. Shop,
donate, or volunteer at Discovery Shop located next to
Dress Barn on the corner of McHenry and Standiford
since 1994. With an ever-changing selection of wonderful merchandise and proceeds benefiting the American
Cancer Society, isn’t it time you discovered The DIS-

COVERY SHOP!
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Canaries
for Sale!
$30 and up!
Art Pacheco (209) 825-1979
Breeder & Exhibitor
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