Newsletter

October 2016

Est. 1933

The purpose of this organization is to develop, promote the proper breeding,
humane treatment, and care of birds of all kinds and varieties. To reproduce, exchange,
publish and distribute information on aviculture which will tend to increase the knowledge
of its members. To cooperate with other organizations and governmental agencies toward
the establishment of practices for improved breeding, handling and treatment of all birds.

President’s Message
OUR FABULOUS OCTOBER BIRD SHOW AND MART IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER!!!
Many of our members have been putting in hours making sure that this will be our best show/mart ever!!
They can still use your help the day of the show or even the day before. We will be setting up the mart on Friday, October
28th in the morning and the show from 12:00 to 5:00 at the Turlock Fairgrounds. Please come and help if you can. And of
course, on October 29th we will need "all hands on deck" starting at 6:30 A.M. and lasting throughout the day. There is
always lots of running around to be done, checking in of birds, placement of chairs and benches, etc. Please come and do
what you can to help!! If you are planning on having a sale table, please contact Terese as soon as possible. She has very
limited space left.
In case you are not aware, we will not be having a banquet this year. If you want to join the judges and Ted when they go
to dinner, you must let him know in advance. We made the decision not to have a banquet to cut back on expenses and
time involved.
If you have taken posters or flyers to put up around town, this would be the time to do that! More can be downloaded off
our website.
Thanks in advance for working with us to make this a wonderful event!!
See you at the show!!

Map to Fairgrounds

Approx. 1 mile to Golden State Blvd., Turn Right and then bare right on Front St. and Right on North

CCCBC Contacts:
Bird Show Manager
Darrell Brewer (510) 860-0701
Bird Show Assistant
Terry Ryan (209) 969-9030
Bird Mart Manager
Terese Davis (209) 247-3206
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September 2016 MEETING MINUTES
25 members attended our September meeting, our last before our big October Show and Mart.
This was a real business meeting, but we were all well-fortified after a wonderful buffet lunch. Fresh
home-made salads and hot dishes, something from the Colonel and tasty desserts too.
Sharon, our president, then called us to order. Please note, it is soon time (November) to elect new officers for one year terms. It is hard to believe that Sharon has been trying to call us to order for two whole
years. Thank you, Sharon and who among us will be serving as our officers for the next one year terms.
All the preparations for the show are in the final stages of completion. We are advertising on Craigslist,
Facebook, Social Media, as well as in the Modesto Bee. Jimmy has also made signs to be placed in car
windows available to all members. We will also have six of our bright yellow directional signs around the
Turlock Fairgrounds. We hope for a large attendance, of course, so the more advertising the better.

Terese has a large list of expected vendors who also depend on large crowds for good business, as does
everyone who has arranged for a display table for birds.
At the mini marts, the member fee for a table is $5 per person, ie, two people on one table is $10 or three
people $15.
As to the judges, Ted has arranged their rooms at the Spring Suites. Only two are flying in this year, thus
saving on the expense of a large rented van, as the other judges will have their own cars. Darrell has all
the prize ribbons and the judges will each receive gifts of California almonds.
Instead of trophies, this year Darrell is making a donation of CASH PRIZES himself to the winners.
$100 first best overall in show, $75 second place, $50 third place, $25 fourth and $25 fifth. How very
generous and how much appreciated by the winners and the club. Thank you Darrell.
At this time Darrell still needs real help during the show – 2 volunteers, one secretary and one steward.
Anyone who can, please step up and help out with these important and necessary jobs. Jimmy has also
made very nice new cage tags.

As to our show catalogs, they are nice and very expensive to print and distribute. What is your opinion
regarding future email catalogs. We will need 50 or 60 next year. This will be discussed in November.
On a bright note, Janna gave a glowing financial report regarding our club’s solvency. We are in a very
good spot to put on a fabulous bird show/mart. To quote Janna, “Hip, hip, hurray”.
Speaking of work, on Friday Oct 28th the fairgrounds will be open to us from 8 am until 12 pm. Any and
all help for setting up will be appreciated. At noon we will have a lunch meeting. From 1 pm til 5 pm the
vendors are allowed time to set up their displays. On Saturday the doors open for us early at 6:30 am
and our show will begin, of course at 9:30. During the show we expect to have some outside food vendors.
As to the raffle, Barbara (and Bruce, her trusty right-hand man) have been very busy collecting items for
a while now and continues. Items must be clean, naturally, and ready for the table. We all love these raffles and can win fine “stuff” for ourselves and the club, of course, always wins. This year Barbara is going
to have a sign, too. We discussed the wisdom of leaving alcohol and wine out of the raffle choices and
sadly agreed it is best to do so. That way no minors will inadvertently drink their way into another car if
they win a bottle of Chablis at our club function. Better safe than sorry, we suppose.
On a final note. we wonder if anyone is interested in making polo shirts with our club logo on them. If so,
any suggestions should be brought along to our meeting on November 20th. Another thing to bring along
is your thought on just when you would like to meet in the very busy month of December. A time as yet to
be decided.
So much for September. We hope to see everyone at the show and mart.
Respectfully submitted,
Paulette
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Keenan’s Canary Clinic
by Brian Keenan

Failing to prepare is preparing to fail.
This is true especially to the canary breeder intending to exhibit his birds. I am assuming that you already have some freshly painted
show cages, and that your birds are clean, fully moulted out, and in excellent health.
Cage and Aviary Birds frequently print listings of open shows, which will act as a starting point for anyone new to the show scene.
Contact the event organiser and apply for a schedule for shows which take your fancy.
Apply for your schedule at least two to three weeks before the show is due to take place, to give yourself time to post your entries
to
the
show
secretary
in
advance
of
the
closing
date.

Schedules
Schedules contain the classification and rules for the show. If the show caters for mixed varieties of birds, then the classification will
be wide and varied and needs to be read thoroughly to avoid mistakes. Newcomers to the canary hobby are generally classified as
Novices, although if they have previously kept and exhibited another canary variety at Champion level, they retain this status under
current universally accepted rulings.
Next, classify your own birds. The classification will differentiate adult and unflighted birds, cocks and hens, and break down different colours, yellows, buffs, clears, variegateds, cinnamon marked birds, etc.

Join a specialist society
It pays to join a specialist society for your chosen breed. Some societies provide a handbook which includes a detailed breakdown
of the approved show classification, as well as the recognised show standard for your particular variety. Studying both will provide
an insight into the correct way to classify your birds.
If you are uncertain how to classify your birds, speak to another local fancier, contactable through your local CBS club, or speak to
the show organiser for help. Calculate the costs of your entry fees, club membership, meals, catalogues and any donations you wish
to make, and remit a cheque with your entries to save time on the day. It pays to keep a copy of your entries - together with any
special prize nominations you may have made, so that you can prepare the correct exhibits, in advance.
When your cage labels are returned, check these against your copy record - are the class numbers the same as your original copy? If
a lifting card has been supplied, are the class and cage numbers identical to the cage labels? It is too late discovering that you have
inadvertently brought the wrong bird on the day of the show. If you notice an error, contact the show secretary immediately and it
will be rectified, even if it means obtaining a new cage label upon arrival at the show hall.
Travelling to bird shows is routine for experienced fanciers. If you cannot travel with, or follow, an experienced fancier to your chosen show, then pre-plan your journey. If you are late, then there is only so long that the Show Manager can hold up judging, before
he marks your eventual arrival as 'too late', and withdraws your birds from the show.

Make a list
Making a tick list is a good idea. Items should include :
� Wash and prepare show cages � Apply cage labels � Include water drinkers � Put lifting card into show case � Note the show secretaries' contact number, in case of emergencies � Take your mobile phone � Prepare a road map � Check distances and allow time
for delays. Arriving early is never a problem!
If leaving in the small hours of the morning, it makes sense to pack your birds the night before. They would be roosting anyway, so
sleeping in the comfort of their show cage, inside an open travelling case inside your bird room, is a great time saver, and helps
overcome the age-old problem of placing a bird into the wrong cage, which can often be caused by an early morning panic.
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Preparing Your Birds For Show
Kristen Reeves, Meadowlark Farms Avian Supply, Inc.
Folks often ask what it is I do to prepare my birds for a bird show. Preparing the actual bird is the easy part. Choosing the birds to show is a bit more
tenuous. In this article I will discuss how I go about choosing the birds I show, and then how I prepare those chosen birds for the show bench.
SELECTING BIRDS TO SHOW
I have a very specific shape and conformation in my mind that I think is the perfect bird. I spend the entire year watching ALL of my birds closely. I
watch their movements, their stance, their overall shape and size, their color. By the end of summer, I typically know which birds I will pull to show.
The very first thing I do is remove any bird I wish to show to its own cage – or with only one other bird in the cage. This cuts down on feather damage. I
make sure the birds I place together are fully compatible and do not fight. The last thing I want to see are missing or broken feathers or injuries from a
fight. Birds who are not compatible or who are in breeding condition will often fight. They see the other bird as a competitor. They will pull each others’
feathers and get pretty nasty. I have to be extremely vigilant – and move any bird that can’t get along with its cage mate.
Next, I offer the birds bath water daily, sometimes more than once daily. Bathing is one of my birds’ favorite pastimes. But it also promotes good preening. Clean feathers glow and shine. Preened feathers stay neat and tidy against the body.
Once I’m certain I have the birds I wish to show pulled from the various cages, I then place each bird in a show cage. I line all of the cages up on the
bench and compare one to another. I look for size, shape, feather quality, and overall condition. As I compare birds, I remove those that probably won’t
do well on the bench or those of lesser quality until I have only the best birds from those selected to show.
PREPARING SELECTED BIRDS – 8 WEEKS BEFORE A SHOW
Approximately 8 weeks before show season (which starts in October in Michigan), I pull each of the birds I’ve decided to show and trim their nails and
beaks. I check their overall health and condition, and condition the nails and beaks with Carmex regardless of what I find. I file anything that needs to be
smoothed out (See our Show Preparation Video Series here). I pull out each wing and remove any broken or frayed feathers. If either of the tail wires on
cock birds are broken, I pull out BOTH so that they grow back at the same rate and are the same length. There must be TWO tail wires, and they
SHOULD be the same length. Feathers are typically replaced within about 6 weeks when the birds are offered optimal nutrition. Doing this at 8 weeks
gives them extra time before the show to replace the feathers in case they grow slower than average.
If there are any pin feathers, I use a soft toothbrush to brush them out. Sometimes the feather cuticle is not quite ready to come off, so I work at it over
the course of several weeks. Other times, it takes a mere brushing to remove the cuticle. But if done too soon after the new feather forms, you can
actually damage the feather. Be very careful when brushing out new pins!
PREPARING SELECTED BIRDS – 6 WEEKS BEFORE A SHOW
Now that I have the birds I’d like to show, I place those who are young and not quite full size on a supplemented breeding diet – breeding seed, chitted
seed, egg food, etc. This gives them a bit more fat to fill them out IF they need it. Those who are full size receive whatever diet they are on based on
their cycle. You don’t want a fat bird – if the abdomen hangs down below the ribcage, it throws off the line from bib to vent. But a little heft is good.
There is a very fine line. If you feed fattening foods too soon, there may not be time for the bird to lose that fat. Be VERY careful feeding these high fat/
protein foods!
I spend time daily “cage training” any that are super skittish. Gouldians should be relatively docile in a show cage. They aren’t hyper like some other
species (Africans or Softbills), and should sit quietly in the cage. But you don’t want them to be completely still – they should move around comfortably.
You don’t want them so hyper that the judge can’t get a good look at them in the show cage, but you don’t want them so still that the judge can’t see
all sides of the bird either.
I capture the birds and place them in their show cages. Once in the cage, I pick the cage up and move it around. I tip it forward and back, side to side. I
stick a chopstick through the cage bars and lift the bird off its feet for a moment. These are all things a judge may do while the bird is on the bench, so I
want them to be ready for that interaction.
I’ll often move skittish birds in their show cages to my living room where the kids, husband, cat & dog are all moving noisily constantly. I run the vacuum
cleaner, bang pots & pans, make the dog bark, etc. Once the bird no longer responds crazily to these sounds and motions, I move the bird back to its
holding cage. I really only do this with young birds or those that just don’t like attention. The bulk of my birds will sit nicely in a show cage without any
training at all.
I also take each bird in hand and check for additional broken feathers and check on the progress of any I’ve already pulled. I want to see them growing
in! I check again to see if nails need to be trimmed, and oil both beak & legs again. I pluck any additional stray feathers. BUT – this is the last time I will
pluck strays. There won’t be time for them to grow back at this point if I do – unless it is a single back or head feather that won’t make a difference. You
don’t want there to be any “holes” in their smooth feathering.
WEEKS 5, 4, 3, 2, 1– continue cage training for those birds who need it, and continue conditioning beaks, feet & legs.
Over the last few weeks before the show, I consistently handle daily the birds I intend to show. I place those who need more cage training in their show
cages and move them around a lot. I keep conditioning legs & beaks, and check for additional stray or broken feathers.
NIGHT BEFORE THE SHOW–or preparation to travel
When I actually place the birds in their show cages will depend on where the show is located and how far I need to travel – or whether or not they must
be on the bench the night before the show, or the morning of the show.
For distant shows, I place the birds in spare show cages the night before I intend to roll. I try to keep the actual cage they’ll be shown in as clean as possible, so put them in a “travel show cage” for the trip if it is more than just a few miles away. The morning of the show, I take one last look. I oil beaks &
nails, allow the birds bath water, and transfer the birds to the cage they’ll actually be shown in. For local shows, I clean up any messes in the show cage.
This might be poop on the walls of the cage or stray feathers in the bottom. I remove the bird and oil beak & nails and check overall condition.
ALL SHOW CAGES ARE FITTED WITH 2oz DRINKERS CONTAINING QUIK GEL (an electrolyte solution) for the entire amount of travel. Because Quik Gel
turns the water golden, it MUST be removed and replaced with plain water before the birds are placed on the show bench.
SHOW TIME
At this point, there is little more I can do. I’ve replaced all Quik Gel drinkers with tiny show drinkers filled with plain water I brought from home. It is
now up to the birds to show the judge their stuff! I’ve done everything I can to keep the bird in the absolute best condition I can. Now I get to see just
how well I’ve done not only choosing birds, but keeping them in good condition. Fingers crossed they make it to top bench!
AFTER THE SHOW
After the show, I immediately replace their plain water with Quik Gel treated water again, but I leave them in these same cages for travel back home.
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Can You Believe It?
October 29th is our 63rd Bird Show and our 10th Annual Bird Mart. We have sure come a long
way in the last 63 years and the last 10 years. Our club has grown, our Show is better than ever, and our Bird Mart is among the best marts in California.
We have brought in new members, we’ve made new friends, and we get to show and sell our
birds. People return year after year because they have a good time. Our raffle is second to
none. It’s because of the members - all of us members including officers. We work hard, we
have high standards, and everyone says we’re ‘so friendly’.
Meetings are fun, educational, and interesting. We always have great food, and a wonderful
raffle table.
So get ready for another wild Mart and Show. Set up times are 8-12 for setting up the tables
and judge’s stands. 12-5 is set up for vendors and exhibitors. We have some flexibility on Friday. Vendors and exhibitors can come earlier, but might be put to work. The fairgrounds close
at 5 o’clock. It will open again at 6:30 for set up of vendors and exhibitors. Doors will open to
the public at 9:00.
There’s something new this year. We will all have badges. This will allow us to come and go
and to know who is participating in the Show/Mart. Judges and Officers will have name tags,
vendors will have a clip on picture of birds, show people will have pictures of ribbons.
Reserve your space now. There is a vendor application that you can fill out on-line and send in
to Janna or bring it to the show. Spaces go fast this month. 10 x 10s are $60 and single tables
are $30 for members. Call Terese to reserve your spot. First come, first served applies when
you pay for your spot.
This is going to be fun. We will sell all our birds, everyone has a chance at ribbons, and the famous raffle table will be full of goodies (don’t forget to bring the goodies!)
Terese Davis

Central California
Avian Society
Bird Mart
Sunday Oct 30, 2016
Fresno Fairgrounds, 9am-3pm

Central California Avian Society presents
the 39th semi-annual Fresno Bird Mart!
This is the Valley's largest bird mart featuring all types of birds, from Amazons
to Zebra Finch, plus all your bird supply
needs!
General admission is $5. Kids 12 and
under are free. One dollar from each
admission ticket benefits Aviculture and
local animal organizations
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2016 Club Officers
President: Sharon Byrne
1st VP: Terese Davis
2nd VP: Barbara Milgrom
Secretary: Paulette Boorack
Treasurer: Janna Place
Newsletter: Terry Ryan
Webmaster: Jim Carter
Show Manager: Darrell Brewer
Mart Manager: Terese Davis
2016 CCCBC Meetings & Event
Dates
October 29***
November 20
December 11 ****
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October 29th, Turlock, CA CCCBC 62nd Annual Bird Show & Bird Mart see: mycccbc.org
October CA Exotic Bird Marts see: http://www.exoticbirdmart.com (916) 882-9486:



October 30th, Fresno, CA Central California Avian Society Bird Mart 9-3 Fairgrounds in Fresno



November 27th, Pomona, CA Everybody’s Bird Mart Expo Hall 4, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Birds of all breeds and sizes
are on display and for sale along with supplies, accessories and information Adult admission is $10, children 11
or younger can explore for free Parking is $10 at Gate 17 on Fairplex Dr.

CCCBC Bird Show & Mart
Volunteers
Everyone wants to volunteer! …. But they don’t want to be stuck somewhere ALL DAY. They want to help out and be involved
AND enjoy the show and mart. Can we adapt our jobs to fit the volunteers? Can we train members on what we do? We would
have a lot more volunteers and each year it will get easier and easier.
PTB/tmd

For over 40 years, the Society has owned and operated
these specialty resale stores, featuring items such as
clothing, accessories, jewelry, furniture, artwork, antiques, collectibles, and other household items. Shop,
donate, or volunteer at Discovery Shop located next to
Dress Barn on the corner of McHenry and Standiford
since 1994. With an ever-changing selection of wonderful merchandise and proceeds benefiting the American
Cancer Society, isn’t it time you discovered The DIS-

COVERY SHOP!

Seed Factory
Seed Run
Thursday
Oct. 20th!
Anytime during the day until 3pm
Closed for lunch from 12-12:30
Be sure to tell Teri at the front desk
You’re with the CCCBC!
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CCCBC
Members
Personal
Ads

Gloster

Darrell Brewer
“Breeder of
Champion canaries

Lizard

Since 1976”

(510) 527-1788

Yorkshire

I buy bird cages.
Large cages for
small birds, small
aviaries, flights and
vintage cages. Also
buy old beat up
cages and fix them.
I have unique cages for sale! (209)
247-3206 Terese
7

Silver Song West
“Often imitated,
but never duplicated!”

Order line: 1-800-287-4484
Phone

209-388-9018

Fax

209-388-0694
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