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Est. 1933

The purpose of this organization is to develop, promote the proper breeding,
humane treatment, and care of birds of all kinds and varieties. To reproduce, exchange,
publish and distribute information on aviculture which will tend to increase the knowledge
of its members. To cooperate with other organizations and governmental agencies toward
the establishment of practices for improved breeding, handling and treatment of all birds.

2016
CCCBC
Meetings & Event
Dates









May 15
June 12
July 17
August 21**
September 18
October 29***
November 20
December 11 ****

**Mini-Bird-Marts
***CCCBC Bird Show
& Mart
****Christmas Party

It’s CCCBC Finch Month-May 2016
This month’s presenters are Tuan Tran and Drew
Griffith. We met them at the Bird Show last year
when they brought finches to show. They live in
the San Jose area, but they’re both members.

I think this is a fine time to learn more about
finches. Tuan has the biggest, most beautiful
zebra finches and Drew has the chocolate society finches. He also has almost all of the mutations.
Drew started with the society mutations and entered some bird shows and started winning!

2016 Club Officers
President: Sharon Byrne
1st VP: Terese Davis
2nd VP: Barbara Milgrom
Secretary: Paulette Boorack
Treasurer: Janna Place
Newsletter: Terry Ryan
Webmaster: Jim Carter
Show Manager: Darrell Brewer
Mart Manager: Terese Davis

This should be a fun meeting. I asked both Drew
and Tuan to bring some birds to sell. I have several from both of them. Drew is also going to
share his recipe for nestling food.

Meetings are held at:
Stanislaus County
Agricultural Center
3800 Cornucopia Way
Modesto, CA 95358
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Tuan Tran winner of the Finch
Division at our show last October!
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Whatever happened to West Nile?
Data from bird-banding stations show more species were hit than suspected, and half of
those have yet to recover
By Diana Lutz November 2, 2015
Many people remember the arrival of West Nile in North America in 1999, if only because the initial outbreak killed not just wild
crows but also exotic birds in the Bronx Zoo.
In the following years, a trail of dead crows marked the spread of the virus from the East through the Midwest on to the West
Coast. It took only four years for the introduced virus to span the continent.
But what happened to bird populations in the wake of the virus’s advance? Were some species decimated and others left untouched? After the initial die-off were the remaining birds immune, or mown down by successive waves of the disease? Nobody
really knew.
Now, a study published in the Nov. 2 issue of Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences provides some answers. The study,
a collaboration among scientists at Colorado State University, the University of California at Los Angeles, Washington University in
St. Louis and the Institute for Bird Populations (IBP), is the first to fully document the demographic impacts of West Nile virus on
North American bird populations.
The scientists analyzed 16 years of mark-recapture data collected at more than 500 bird-banding stations operated using the Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survival protocol developed by IBP, a California-based nonprofit that studies declines in bird populations.
They discovered large-scale declines in roughly half of the species they studied, a much higher fraction than spot checks like the
Christmas bird count had found.
“Clearly we didn’t see the whole picture,” said Joseph A. LaManna, PhD, Tyson postdoctoral researcher in the Department of Biology in Arts & Sciences at Washington University. “It wasn’t just the jays that were dying; half the species we studied had significant
die-offs.”
The data also revealed, however, that some species fared much better than others. Roughly half of the afflicted species managed
to rebound within a year or two. Ironically, the resilient ones include the crows and other corvids who were so strongly associated
with the disease on its arrival.
Red-eyed vireo (Vireo olivaceus) was hit hard by West Nile but managed to recover. (Credit: Randy Korotev)
But a second group of birds, including Swainson’s thrush, the purple finch and tufted titmouse were not so lucky. Knocked down by
the arrival of West Nile virus, they have not rebounded and seem to have suffered long-term population declines.
Swainson’s thrush (Catharus ustulatus) has yet to recover from West Nile. (Credit: Randy Korotev)
“Many more species of birds than we thought are susceptible to this virus,” said T. Luke George, PhD, an ecologist at Colorado
State University. “And we also found long-term effects on population growth rates. Prior to this study, we generally thought the
West Nile virus had a very short-term effect on bird survival.”
The scientists aren’t sure why some species fare better than others. Was a common evolutionary history predictive? Or similar
habitats or diets?
“That’s really the question our study opens,” said Ryan J. Harrigan, a biologist at the University of California, Los Angeles. “In the
end, we’re not completely sure why some species recovered from this disease and some did not. That would be the next step forward, addressing that question.”
“The deeper story is that without long-term monitoring and detailed data, we miss patterns like these,” LaManna said. “Deaths in
one area can be easily masked by immigration from other areas, and we wouldn’t really notice unless we happened to be looking
at the right type of data.
“This year was another big West Nile year,” LaManna said. “Most people don’t even know that.”
Arts & Sciencesemerging diseasespopulation ecology West Nile virus

A New York State wildlife pathologist, examines a
dead crow for traces of the West Nile enchephalitis virus in 1999. Photo: David Jennings

Red-eyed vireo (Vireo olivaceus) was hit
hard by West Nile but managed to recover. (Credit: Randy Korotev)
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Swainson’s thrush (Catharus ustulatus) has yet to recover from West
Nile. (Credit: Randy Korotev)
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April Meeting Minutes, 2016
Our April meeting was small and friendly (15 members) and, to our surprise, held outside on a fine sunny
day. Our guest speaker, Ray Varella, was unable to give his presentation without electricity. Fortunately,
he joined us for lunch and the raffle and got to know the members. He has agreed to be rescheduled as
soon as possible.
There was a short business meeting with the reading of the minutes and the treasurer’s report. We have 3
new members and 3 renewals. Miriam Isaac, a former member, donated $50 to the club and rejoined.

Terese reported that she has contacted the new ‘Exotic Bird Expo’ company. They have scheduled 13 bird
marts throughout California this year.
This is an exciting and beneficial event for our club. The owner, Tracy Nguyen, graciously offered to comp
our club a space at one of her bird marts. Terese reciprocated by offering a space to them at our October
bird mart. The particular mart that we will attend has not yet been decided.
We talked about our June meeting, which will feature members Drew Griffith and Tuan Tran. They will
talk about zebra and society finches.
Respectfully Submitted

Paulette

You’re Not Alone
Join us for the 11th Annual
West Coast Zebra & Society Finch Show
August 5-6, 2016
Sacramento, CA
Judge: KJ Brown
More information: www.eFinch.com/show
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CCCBC
Members
Personal
Ads

Darrell Brewer
“Breeder of
Champion canaries

Silver Song West

Gloster

“Often imitated,

Lizard

but never duplicated!”

Since 1976”

(510) 527-1788

Order line: 1-800-287-4484
Phone
209-388-9018
Fax
209-388-0694

Yorkshire

E-mail: silversongwest@aol.com
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May 15, Modesto, CA CCCBC Meeting with Tuan Tran and Drew Griffith



June 5, Fresno, Ca CCAS Bird Mart Fresno County Fairgrounds 86 King Canyon Avenue 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. contact 559-226-4377



August 21, Modesto, CA CCCBC Mini-Bird Mart



August 28, Roseville, CA Foothill Bird Fanciers Exotic Bird Mart



September 9th, Plymouth, CA Amador Bird Club Semi-Annual Raffle 7:30pm



October 29th, Turlock, CA CCCBC 63rd Annual Bird Show & Bird Mart

The CCCBC 63rd Annual Bird Show & Bird Mart
Saturday Oct. 29, 2016
For over 40 years, the Society has owned and operated these
specialty resale stores, featuring items such as clothing, accessories, jewelry, furniture, artwork, antiques, collectibles,
and other household items. Shop, donate, or volunteer at
Discovery Shop located next to Dress Barn on the corner
of McHenry and Standiford since 1994. With an everchanging selection of wonderful merchandise and proceeds
benefiting the American Cancer Society, isn’t it time you discovered The DISCOVERY SHOP!
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Seed Factory
Seed Run
Thursday
May 19th!
Anytime during the day until 3pm
Closed for lunch from 12-12:30
Be sure to tell Teri at the front desk
You’re with the CCCBC!
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