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The purpose of this organization is to develop, promote the proper breeding,
humane treatment, and care of birds of all kinds and varieties. To reproduce, exchange,
publish and distribute information on aviculture which will tend to increase the knowledge
of its members. To cooperate with other organizations and governmental agencies toward
the establishment of practices for improved breeding, handling and treatment of all birds.

President’s Message

2014

Dates of Bird
Club
Meetings:









May 18
June 22*
July 20
August 17
September 21
October 25**
November 16
December 14*
*Week early due
to Xmas
* June one week
late due to Fathers
Day!
**CCCBC 61st
Annual Bird Show
& Mart on Saturday
– no meeting!

Hello!
Hope you all had a wonderful Easter, as we did. First,
many, many thanks to Ken Williams for his wonderful
talk at our April meeting. It was so interesting and informative to hear about the English Budgie breeding and
show world. In looking back over the past couple of
years, I think we are so fortunate to have so many expert
members that are willing to share their knowledge.
I’ve been busy over the past month finding judges for our
annual show. This year, we are very fortunate to have the
3 canary judges that are also judging the national this
year. Hopefully, this preview of the national show in
Dayton, will draw in more exhibitors. We will also be
continuing to offer the newest divisions, Juniors and
Cockatiels.
I am really excited about our May meeting, a back yard
barbeque at members Robin McKenzie and Clay Bartram’s home in Stevinson. I understand that they have a
wonderful place with several beautiful aviaries built by
Clay. Robin and Clay are providing bratwurst, hot dogs
and beans so please bring potluck side dishes. Also, we’ll
be having a very informal buy/sell/trade, so if you have
anything to sell, please feel free to bring it. Look for
more information and directions elsewhere in this newsletter.
See you there!
Jane

Directions:

From Hwy 99 South take Lander Ave Exit 211
towards Los Banos. Right onto Lander Ave/
CA165. Left on 3rd Ave. Right onto Nelander
then Left onto 4th Ave to 19170.
From I-5 South take Exit 423 towards Newman.
Left onto W Stuhr Rd, slight left onto Hills Ferry Rd which becomes Kelley Rd. Right onto
River Rd, Right onto Keaton Rd., Left onto Hwy
140/CA140. Left onto Nelander then right onto
4th Ave to 19170. If you get lost please call

Robin (209) 634-6013

May 18th 1pm
CCCBC BBQ
At
Robin & Clay’s
19170 W 4th Ave
Stevinson,
CA
1
95374
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CCCBC Minutes from Meeting 4-13-14
The meeting was called to order by President Jane at 1:20pm.
The minutes were approved as written.
Treasurer Sharon gave the report on your treasury which was
approved.
Jane commented that our Mini Bird Mart was profitable.
She also stated that the English Budgies will be holidng their
show on Oct 4 here at the Stanislaus Ag Center instead of in
conjunction with our show.
The Capitol City Club has several Table-top show benches for
sale for $20 that includes a light stand. We decided to purchase
one. We also will be having a Cockatiel Division as the Santa
Clara Club is disbanding and is donating their treasury to us.
We are considering requiring exhibitors to join the club in order
to show as some other clubs do. It was discussed and tabled at
this time. We may change some of Type I and Type II in order
for the judges in the divisions to be done about the same time.
We need show division and class sponsors. Jane is working on
finding our show judges.
Next month we will have an outing, a CCCBC BBQ at Robin &
Clays in Stevinson. If you have birds to sell, there will be a small
Buy-Sell-Trade!
Submitted by
Rolinda Mendonca
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English Budgies by Ken Williams as noted by Terry Ryan
Ken has loved birds since age 5 and has gone
the whole gamut from Pigeons, to Doves,
Pheasants, American Parakeets and then as a
Meter reader he ran into Joe Viera who had
English Budgies and that was that!
Ken befriended Joe back in 1996 and started
going to American Budgie Society (ABS) shows.
He became actively involved with the ABS in 1998. The Redwood club had some of the countries top breeders at that time.
He showed as novice then to intermediate in 2007. In the old
days, 1100 birds was a good show but today 200 birds is considered good. He had his first champion in 2008 and he raises
about 100 chicks a year. He believes in quality over quantity. He
also line breeds looking at 3-4 years down the road and rarely
outcrosses which will dilute what you have. He hasn’t been successful outcrossing. The closest he breeds is cousins!
Some pointers: Keep good breeding records, look at birds daily
for healthiness, sanitation is extremely important, don’t overbreed or overcrowd. Quarantine sick & new birds. He uses a
5in1 antibiotic from Foy’s Pigeon.
He talked about the Color Standard book, show classes and
sections. The standards of length, width, stance, color & markings.
He believes American budgies are great foster parents and he
doesn’t like 2-day shows because of too much stress on the
birds!

Come and join the fun!

Presents

Robin & Clay’s
19170 W 4th Ave
Stevinson, CA

The CCCBC 61st Annual
Bird Show & Bird Mart
Saturday Oct. 25, 2013

Brats, Dogs & Beans!
Potluck!
View their aviaries!
Bring any birds you have for sale!
Monthly Raffle!

Divisions include:
 Finch
 Canary-Colorbred, Type I & Type II
 Cockatiel
 Junior (18 & under)
 Kitchen Canary
Please see our website www.mycccbc.org

Refer to map & directions
on Page 1!

Hope to see
You there!
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Located at: MRPS Hall
133 N Grant St. Manteca, CA 95336
For information please call
Bird Show Manager Terry Ryan (209) 969-9030
President, Jane Perez (209) 245-3582
Bird Mart Manager Terese Davis (209) 869-5066
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So… just how much work is it to be a human mother to birds? Most of our members have many birds, and
and many continue to add to their flock: How does one decide when enough is enough? The following article, by Brian Keenan, from his Yorkshire Canaries page (with permission), http://www.yccuk.com/
briankeenan/workload.html, might help.

BALANCING THE WORKLOAD
Article published July 2001

Approximately how long does it take to care for a pair of canaries?

Time
Let us assume thirty minutes for cage cleaning and general tidying each week, five minutes per day for feeding, (ten minutes per day during the summer and autumn breeding and molting periods, with a further fifteen
minutes preparation time for feeds during the breeding season). Food pots each need washing regularly,
which again adds time. Shall we say another five minutes per day? Also, perhaps three minutes per day for
providing and emptying baths say twice per week.
That adds up to 2 hours 40 minutes per week, just to provide basic care for a single pair of canaries. Breeders
keep more than just one pair however, and even allowing for savings achieved through economies of scale,
eight pairs of birds will take an average of almost ten hours per week to care for, whilst the more realistic UK
stud consisting of sixteen pairs will occupy slightly in excess of sixteen hours each week to provide basic care.
Assuming extra birds increase your workload by one hour per week per bird, it is easy to see where your time
goes.
So, caring for sixteen pairs of birds is the equivalent of two working days each week, and you haven't even sat
down and enjoyed the company of your birds yet, let alone allowed for such things as show preparation, training, bird room maintenance, painting, and the other myriad ongoing chores.
And if you enjoy a reasonable season, you will produce perhaps 2.5 young
birds for each hen, so the average stud of 16 hens will produce 40 young
birds. They will each need extra care and attention, demanding more of
your time, at least between June and November, when you can begin disposing of your surplus stock. That is a 120% increase on your current time
for approximately six months of the year - which in total equates to an average of 36 hours per week, throughout the entire year: more than the
equivalent of a full time working week.
If we were to cost the average bird produced against the time spent caring for
it year round, then at $4.50 per hour, the labor charge alone would cost in excess of $8400, making the average sales price of the bird a bargain at $210 each. And that excludes the cost of
housing, cages, seed, soft food, additives, green foods, water, light, heating etc., with absolutely no inclusion
for the intrinsic value of the bird, compared to its exhibition standard and pedigree.
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Business case does not stack up
This business case simply does not stack up, as only a handful of top fanciers would consider costing their stock in such a
way, which demands that they are continually successful, otherwise, pound for pound, the humble canary becomes more
expensive than a racehorse - and to my knowledge, there are very few 'canary racing' syndicates in existence, unless William Hill knows otherwise!
My wife has been heard to remark on more than one occasion "You're always in that shed", quickly followed by "When
you're not in the shed you're on the phone." My response "yes, but come and see this buff hen" does not always win her
over, but at least she can't run as fast as I can. Perhaps if I explained the time proposition to her, she would be more tolerant?

Commitment
Seriously though, the above examples do illustrate the minimum commitment required from the fancier, if he or
she is to become successful with their chosen variety. Keeping to a few pairs will itself make inroads into your
available time - and it is when you begin cutting corners that problems start to occur.
Consider the breeding season. The most important time of the year, covering the bank holiday and summer holiday season. You know what happens to your garden after a few hot sunny days if you do not give it the care
and attention it needs - it wilts rapidly. Well, canaries need care and attention too, as they are totally reliant upon you, the fancier, to cater for their everyday and ongoing needs.

Long memories
Those of you with long memories will recall that older fanciers kept only modest studs compared to the numbers of birds we tend to keep today. Even though they worked longer hours, they had the advantage of working
much more locally to their homes than many of us, and could collect wild seeds and grasses in abundance,
without concern for pollution from cars or pesticides etc. Access to good quality seed supplies was sometimes
haphazard, and they certainly did not enjoy the advantages of additives and food supplements which modern
technology has supplied us with. They frequently did not have the use of electricity or running water, instead
relying upon paraffin heaters and oil lamps to assist nature. There were no thermostats, time switches or automatic dimmers to help them in those days. They took only two rounds of eggs, and would not change this practice, even if one round was unsuccessful. And they regularly produced larger yields per bird, than we do today.
My guess is that our forefathers succeeded because they had the dynamics right - they cared for fewer birds,
and so could spend more time per bird, and hence obtain the best results, because they did not need to cut corners.

Lucky fanciers
The next time you envy those 'lucky' fanciers who each year produce a large number of birds whilst others fail
in comparison, stop to consider. The successful fanciers are simply reaping the rewards of their hard labors
throughout the year, having got the dynamics right to match their own situation. In truth, it's more about hard
work than luck.
And when your own results do not match your expectations, have a long hard look at your own situation. Unless you are doing your bit right, then your ambitions will suffer - and remember, the problem will lie with you,
and not with your birds - especially if you have bitten off more than you can chew, by keeping too many. And
after all, keeping a few less birds will provide you with more time for your beloved wives and husbands won't
it!
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The Love of a Hand Tamed Bird
I once saw a big husky biker roar up to a convenience store and park his bike. He
took his helmet off, put it on the handlebars. then walked around to the back of
the bike and opened a cabinet. He took out his blue and gold macaw!
The bird was beautiful and happy to stop and stretch his wings. His person filled
up a water bowl and the bird danced around and had a drink, looked in the window of the store and hopped up on his man’s arm. Gary was the biker and Lulu
was the macaw. They had been traveling together for over 10 years.
My daughter, Farris, had a Nanday parrot named Tia. We took Tia with us up to
New Melones reservoir when it was real hot and everyone went into the water and
swam, including Tia. I had never seen a parrot swim before. She was my daughter’s bird and Farris swam next to her as she flapped her wings over the water. She
only did a few strokes at a time and then wanted to be picked up. Soon she would
jump off into the water again.
These are two more extreme tame birds. I don’t recommend that you take your
bird for a motorcycle ride or swimming. They can learn tricks and talk. Most hand
birds are pets who are very attached to their owners.
Birds are delightful companions. Once you bond with one, there’s no end to the
fun you can have with your little friend. He’ll hop on your finger, give you a kiss,
ride around on your shoulder (or in your pocket) and even help with the dishes!
Oh, one thing I forgot to mention … they are beautiful creatures who want to be
with you.
Raising a bird by hand and being a foster parent is both fun and exhausting.
They’re hilarious as babies.. You have to feed them every several hours when
they’re tiny, but they grow up fast. It’s fun to introduce them to the world, to step
up onto your finger and ride on your shoulder. Teaching them to play in the water
is so funny. They love to bathe and splash.
It takes a special person to raise a wonderful companion bird, a bird that is affectionate and bonds to his person. I’ve only known a handful of people who are real
good at raising delightful, happy and well behaved hand birds. Although I’ve hand
raised some babies, I’m not one of the special ones. Those are the ones who are
totally in tune with the babies and teach them manners and a few tricks, help them
live in the human world and enjoy human family life.
These special birds need a lot of attention. They consider themselves your child
and look to you for everything.
Parakeets, lovebirds, cockatiels and parrots are the most often seen hand birds. If
you ever get the chance to hold and play with one, try it. They’re so special. The
bigger birds are more intelligent and can talk, but I prefer the little guys. They
don’t crack walnuts with their beaks.
Terese Davis
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Members Personal Ads

Gloster
Lizard
Yorkshire

Phil Molica
(209) 463-7989
Diamond Doves
For Sale

Canaries for Sale
$25
Angel Rodriguez
(209) 402-0024

Ricky (209) 648-8682

Colorbred Canaries
Van Pham
(209) 938-9549
Saigon Vietnamese Restaurant
1904 N. Pacific Ave. Stockton, Ca
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Silver Song West

“Often imitated,
but never duplicated!”

Order line: 1-800-287-4484
Phone
209-388-9018
Fax
209-388-0694
E-mail: silversongwest@aol.com

Central California Cage Bird Club

Newsletter

May 2014



May 9th, Plymouth, CA-Amador Bird Club Pizza Night & presentation by John York



May 18, Stevinson, CA-CCCBC BBQ at Robin & Clays 17190 W 4th Ave. 1pm



June 1-Fresno, CA-CCAS Bird Mart, Fresno District Fairgrounds, Industry/Commerce Building,



JULY 25-26 - 9th ANNUAL SHOW West Coast Zebra & Society Finch Show, Sacramento, CA - "The
Friendliest Show in the West", . http://www.efinch.com/show/









July 6-San Jose CA-San Jose Bird Mart
August 17, Modesto, CA CCCBC Mini Bird Mart
August 24, Roseville, CA Foothill Bird Mart
September 13-Sonora CA-Gold Country Aviculture Society Animal & Bird Expo
September 14-Pleasanton CA-Pleasanton Exotic Bird Mart
October 5, Sacramento, Capitol City Pet Expo has been Cancelled!!!! May resume next year!
October 25, Manteca, CA CCCBC 61st Annual Bird Show & Bird Mart
(see also website www.mycccbc.org or http://exoticbirdexpos.info)

Gate #6, off Kings Cyn Ave. 9am-3pm Admission: $5, under 12 free. For more information
call (559) 228-1737. For vendor info call Beth (559) 226-4377.
 June 22-Pomona, CA-Everybody's Bird Mart - 9:30am-4pm - Building 4 - 1101 W. McKinley
Ave., Pomona, CA 91768. All types of birds and supplies for sale. Best prices in town and the
biggest show you will ever attend. Hundreds of vendors. $9 per adult admission. For more info
call: 805-494-1499 or 909-623-3111

For over 40 years, the Society has owned and operated
these specialty resale stores, featuring items such as
clothing, accessories, jewelry, furniture, artwork, antiques, collectibles, and other household items. Shop,
donate, or volunteer at Discovery Shop located next to
Dress Barn on the corner of McHenry and Standiford
since 1994. With an ever-changing selection of wonderful merchandise and proceeds benefiting the American Cancer Society, isn’t it time you discovered The

DISCOVERY SHOP!
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Canaries
for Sale!
$30 and up!
Art Pacheco (209) 825-1979
Breeder & Exhibitor
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Glencoe, CA 95232

