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www.mycccbc.org
The purpose of this organization is to develop, promote the proper breeding,
humane treatment, and care of birds of all kinds and varieties. To reproduce, exchange,
publish and distribute information on aviculture which will tend to increase the knowledge
of its members. To cooperate with other organizations and governmental agencies toward
the establishment of practices for improved breeding, handling and treatment of all birds.

President’s Message
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Dates of Bird
Club
Meetings:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

March 17
April 21
May 19
June 9*
July 21
August 18
September 15
October 26**
November 17
December 15

* June one week early
due to Fathers Day!
**CCCBC 60th
Annual Bird Show &
Mart on Saturday– no
meeting!

Hello Fellow Bird Enthusiasts!
Well, if you missed last month’s Buy-Sell-Trade, you really missed
a great one! Most of the day our room was full of public buyers and
I think just about all of us sold out. Congratulations to Terese, Julie
(and her entourage) and Terry, who worked so hard to make this
event so successful. This event deserves an encore and we hope to
do it again later in the year.
In March, we have invited Blue Wrigley to speak on hookbills of
Australia. Some of us have the privilege of being friends with Blue
from other clubs (I think he’s affiliated with every club in Northern
California!) He is an acknowledged hookbill expert, is a wellknown judge, has written several articles for bird publications and
has even judged at the state fair. He’s quite a character and I’m sure
he’ll give an interesting and fun presentation.
This year we are moving the annual event, our show and mart, from
the SOS club to the MRPS in Manteca. We have already started
working on the event and are having a show committee meeting
prior to the next general meeting. It will start at 11:30am. Our focus
at this meeting will be to develop the “forms” both entry and mart
application and refine the catalogue. We will also discuss the hospitality which includes lunch and the awards banquet. I am inviting
anyone who would like to help with the show or even just observe
the meeting to come.
Thank you to Naomi and JoAnn for their show division sponsorships, Type 1 Canaries and Lipochrome Colorbred respectively.
Hope to see you all at the next meeting for Blue’s presentation.
Jane

Meetings are held at:
Stanislaus County
Agricultural Center
3800 Cornucopia Way
Modesto, CA 95358
(corner of Crows Landing
& E. Service Road)
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March 17th Meeting
Australian Bird Keeping!
By Blue Wrigley
Blue will be speaking on Australian Bird Keeping. He will tell you
how he raised his birds and will
answer any questions you may
have! So, please join us for a fun
and educational afternoon!
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Blue Wrigley, Australian Bird Keeping, our speaker for March!
Blue has been an avid aviculturist for over 64 years! Being from Australia he ended up specializing
in Australian Birds, breeding all types of Grass Parakeets including Rosellas, Princess of Wales,
Red Rumps, Bourkes, and Turquoisines, for some, although over the years he’s also raised finches,
exotic fruit Doves, some Pheasants and Australian King Parrots which were the largest birds he’s
had. It’s always enjoyable to listen to Blue for he is quite a character, has a delightful accent and
will give his experienced opinion on any questions asked. He’s been a member & officer of many
bird clubs such as Foothill Bird Fanciers, Amador Bird Club, Capitol City Bird Society and more.!
From www.birdchannel.com top 25 viewed articles of 2012. This article shows many of the things to be considered if you…..

Build An Outdoor Bird Aviary
Build a beautiful outdoor aviary for your pet birds, parrots, doves, finches, toucans, lories or
canaries. By Rebecca Sweat
In general outdoor aviaries are much more spacious than traditional cages, and they allow birds space to
move around and exercise. They offer a more natural environment and give pet birds exposure to fresh
air and unfiltered sunlight-an important source of vitamin D3.

Design Your Bird Aviary
Every aviary is going to be different, depending on the species of birds you keep in it, your climate and
whether you are breeding birds or simply providing an outdoor play area for your pet. Some people prefer a patio or solarium-style of aviary connected to their house. Others opt for a free standing facility.
Some aviaries resemble a greenhouse, while others look more like a barn or chicken coop.
How big of an aviary should you build? At a minimum, veteran aviculturist Jerry McCawley recommends flights to be at least two to three times the wing span of the bird for the width, six time the body
of the bird for the length and at least four times the bird’s body length for the height. A flight that is 8feet long, 4-feet wide and 8-feet tall would house a group of about 20 budgerigars (budgies or parakeets)
or cockatiels, or a pair of African greys or Amazon parrots.
Find out if there are any zoning regulations or noise ordinances that may prohibit your plans. If you live
in a subdivision, town home or other planned housing development, there may be restrictions for your
community regarding the types of outdoor structures residents are allowed to build.

Build Your Bird Aviary
To build a simple floor-to-ceiling wire flight, start with the foundation. Texas aviculturist Mark Moore
recommends cement flooring for parrots. “Concrete floors can be hosed down, which makes them easy
to clean,” he said.
For a more natural look, put a layer of sand, gravel or pine shavings over the concrete: then every couple
of days you can scoop the dirty sand or shavings. You may also want to leave “holes” in the concrete
where you can plant trees, shrubs or edible, nontoxic foliage for your pet birds to enjoy.
For softbills (lories, toucans, etc), a dirt floor aviary will also do, according to Moore. “Generally, I
don’t recommend dirt floors for parrots because there’s a lot of parasites in the dirt, which can harm
them,” he said. “The softbills, on the other hand, don’t seem to have as great of intensity of the health
problems associated with the dirt that the hookbills do.”
If you are going with a concrete floor, Moore suggests you lay about a 12-inch slab of cement into the
ground for the foundation. After that’s down, you can build on your frame. If you will be housing softbills, either use stone, brick, metal or plastic pipes, redwood or treated lumber to frame your flight. For
parrots, however, stone, brick or metal are your best framing materials.
After the frame is in place, use a galvanized, welded-wire cloth for the walls and roof. The wire spacing
and gauge parameters depend on what size birds you are housing. “Finch aviaries would need small
spacing between the wire, and a thinner gauge wire would be adequate .” McCawley said. “However, an
aviary for a hyacinth macaw would require very heavy gauge wire with larger spacing between the wire,
so they do not get toes or beaks caught in a restrictive space.
Choose a wire that’s a heavy enough gauge that the bird can’t break it apart. For large parrots such as
macaws or cockatoos, Moore recommends using 10-gauge wire or heavier. Medium-size parrots, such as
Amazons or African greys, should have at least 12-1/2-gauge wire. For smaller birds, such as cockatiels
or budgerigars (budgies), you can probably get by with 16-gauge wire.
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“I wouldn’t recommend going any thinner than 16-guage,” Moore said. “If you go any thinner than that,
you might have a problem where a branch falls out of a tree and hits the cage, and that can actually bend
a wire and open up a seam on the cage and allow the birds to escape.”
Another important detail is the entrance to your aviary. You may want to use a pre-made, ready-to-hang
door from a building supply store (even a shower door will do), or make your own. In most cases, double doors are recommended to prevent escapes.
Also make provisions for a shelter. Even if you put your birds outside on a nice day, weather conditions
can change abruptly, in which case your birds may need protection from gusts of wind, rains or excessive heat. Make the last half or third of the flight enclosed. Do this by attaching solid hardwood, Plexiglas, shade cloth, or Filon plastic corrugated panels to the roof, and two or three sides.
If you live in the Northern half of the country and the birds will be in the aviary year-round, you need
more that just a simple shelter such as an indoor-outdoor aviary. This is a screened-in flight completely
closed-off during the winter months with an indoor part—an actual building—that has insulation in the
walls and a heat lamp or another source of heat.

Ward Off Intruders
A final consideration is deterring predators, which will vary depending on where you live. Raccoons and
opossums pose dangers, and the latter of the two can carry Sarcocystis, which can be passed on to the
aviary birds. Snakes can do damage if they get into an aviary nest box and eat eggs. Cats might kill birds
if they find a way into the aviary, but even if they just have access to the outside screens, they may leave
behind bacteria in their saliva. Most mice and rats will not physically harm your birds, but they are a
nuisance nonetheless.
A 1/2-by 1/2-inch wire will prevent raccoons, opossums, rats
and cats from getting through. If snakes and mice are a concern, 1/4– by 1/4-inch wire on the bottom half of each of the
four sides and 1/2-inch wire for the top half will help. Additionally, building your aviary on a concrete foundation will
help keep out the mice and snakes.
Double wire will keep the critters from getting to the birds
when they land on the outside wire. This is especially important on the roof of the aviary, but also on the sides; a raccoon
will have a harder time reaching a pet bird if it has to get
through two levels of wire fencing.
“Make sure the perches do not come right up to the wire so that the raccoons cannot get at a sleeping
bird,” warned longtime aviculturist, Katy McElroy. “Our perches are all suspended by metal strapping
from the tops of the flights so that the wooden perches don’t actually touch the sides of the flight.”
Prevent predators from digging under the aviary by digging down about 6 inches around the perimeter of
the flight, installing wire down to the bottom. Install a burglar alarm, automatic lights, gates and consider getting a watch dog to protect your property from human intruders.
Once you’re finished and see how happy your feathered friends are in their new hang-out, you’ll see that
all the time, effort and money you’ve put into the aviary has been worth it.

Time To Acclimate
Birds need time to adjust to being outside, so putting them in outdoor play areas or flights for short periods of time at first. Bring them back inside the house before it gets dark. For those residing in the Midwest or Northeast, aviculturist Katy McElroy suggests putting the parrot outside in his flight for just a
couple of hours starting at the end of April or early May, then increase the time outside every day up
until mid-Fall. As the days start cooling down, begin shortening the time again.
Give your pet bird time to get used to its new surroundings. In most cases, pet birds learn to love their
outdoor “home away from home” in very short order.
Excerpt from Bird Talk Magazine, March 2002 issue, with permission from it’s publisher, BowTie
Magazines, a division of BowTie Inc.
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WANTED
I am looking for
a person to ride
along/share driving to the National Bird Show
in Tulsa, OK in
November
of
this year. I will
provide the vehicle and half the
travel expense.
Please contact:
Tony Guiomar
(510) 432-7921
Hayward, CA
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Members Personal Ads

Phil Molica
(209) 463-7989
Tony Fiumerodo

Diamond Doves
11 Dorrit Court
Newbury Park, Ca 91320
(805) 376-0810
afiumerodo@yahoo.com

Gloster

Darrell Brewer
“Breeder of
Champion canaries
Since 1976”

(510) 527-1788

Lizard
Yorkshire

Silver Song West
“Often imitated, but never duplicated!”

**Note: Any ads not paid for by the end of
March will be deleted from the newsletter
until payment is received.
Thank you!

Order line: 1-800-287-4484
Phone
209-388-9018
Fax
209-388-0694
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•

Mar. 17, Modesto, CA-CCCBC Meeting with speaker Blue Wrigley, Australian Bird Keeping!

•

Mar. 17, Pomona, CA-Everybody's Bird Mart - 9:30am-4pm - Building 4 - 1101 W. McKinley Ave.,
Pomona, CA 91768. All types of birds and supplies for sale. Best prices in town and the biggest show you will ever
attend. Hundreds of vendors. $7 per adult admission. For more info call: 805-494-1499 or 909-623-3111

•

Mar. 28, Lodi, CA-Cedar Hills Birds presents Jason Crean “Blending teas for birds” see ad pg 7

•

Apr. 12, Plymouth, CA-Amador Bird Club Semi-Annual “Birds & Things” Raffle 7pm. Administration Building of the Amador County Fairgrounds, Plymouth, CA For more info call Terry (209) 969-9030

•

Apr. 21, Modesto, CA-CCCBC Meeting speaker Alycia Antheunisse of Cedar Hills Birds “Big Beaks 101”

•

May 18-19, Walnut Creek, CA-Parrots as Companions www.chrp-parrot.org/Seminar_2012.html see ad pg 7

•

June 2, Fresno, CA Sunday CCAS Bird Mart, Fresno District Fairgrounds, Industry/Commerce Building, Gate #6,
off Kings Cyn Ave. 9am-3pm Admission: $5, under 12 free. For more information call (559) 228-1737. For vendor info
call Beth (559) 226-4377

•

Aug. 25, Roseville, CA-Foothill Bird Fanciers Annual Bird Mart Placer County Fairgrounds, 800 All American
Blvd, Roseville, CA 95678 at Jones Hall, 9am-3pm. For more info call 916-409-9276, 530-823-1677, 916-991-7421 or see
website www.foothillbirdfanciers.com

•

Oct. 26, CCCBC 60th Annual Bird Show & Bird Mart, MRPS Hall, 133 N Grant St.
Manteca, CA 95336-For Information contact Bird Show Manager Jane Perez (209) 245-3582 or
Bird Mart Manager Terese Davis (209) 869-5066

2013 Buy—Sell—Trade was a Big Success!
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Angel’s Pistachio and
Pineapple Cheese Ball
From Christmas Party 2011

1/2 cup shredded Monterrey Jack Cheese
2 Eight-oz packages cream cheese
2 Tbsp finely chopped green pepper
2 Tbsp finely chopped onion
1/4 cup drained crushed pineapple
2 tsp seasoned salt
1/2 cup dried pineapple diced
2 cups pistachio nutmeats chopped
Soften cream cheese & whip together Jack cheese with
cream cheese. Add green pepper, onion, pineapple, seasoned salt, and 1 cup of nuts.

Egg Food Recipe for Canaries
and Finches
Step 1
One recipe Jiffy Corn Bread Mix. Prepare as on the box
(use water instead of milk). Bake and cool. Process in
the food processor. Put in LARGE bowl.

Step 2
2 Cups CousCous
3 Cups Boiling Water
1/4 Cup Poppy Seed
1/4 Cup Olive Oil
Mix together. Stir occasionally till cool. Add to the bowl
and mix.

Step 3
In the food processor add:
2 Cups ABBA Green 92 Nestling Food
1/4 Cup Petamine
2 Tbsp. Soy Protein
1 Tbsp. Super preen or other vitamin with Amino Acids
1/4 tsp. of LA Powder (Lactobacillus)
1 Tbsp. Wheat Germ
1/4 Cups Pellets (Roudybush)
7 Hard Boiled Eggs with the Shells
1 Cup Proteen 25
Process in the food processor. Add to the above mixture.

Step 4
In the food processor add:
1 lb. carrots
1 lb. frozen broccoli - also some fresh broccoli
Process in the food processor. Add to the above mixture.
Also add some frozen peas to the mixture.
Package in zip seal baggies or ice cube trays in the
amount you would use in about 3 days. Freeze the rest
in the same size packages. To thaw - move from freezer
to fridge the night before needed.

Jason Crean is Coming Back to
Cedar Hills Birds, Lodi, CA
110 N. Cherokee Lane (209) 366-2473

Blending Teas for your birds:
All Beaked up!
Tea 4 beaks
Join us for another informative get together!
Jason is coming back for a visit! Did you miss Jason’s last presentation? Or maybe you would like
to have a repeat of his awesome presentation with
more information and great ideas to enhance and
improve your birds’ health!
The information that Jason shares with us is not just
geared towards our parrots, this presentation is useful for finches, canaries, softbills and all small parrots! It can even enhance YOUR health!

Join us Thursday March 28th at 6pm!
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By Sweet Treats 2007-2011

This is a FREE educational event!
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