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Est. 1933

www.mycccbc.org
The purpose of this organization is to develop, promote the proper breeding, humane treatment, and care of
birds of all kinds and varieties. To reproduce, exchange, publish and distribute information on aviculture which
will tend to increase the knowledge of its members. To cooperate with other organizations and governmental agencies toward the establishment of practices for improved breeding, handling and treat-
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2015
CCCBC
Meetings & Event
Dates
February 8
March 15
April 19
May 17
June 14
July 19
August 16 **
September 20
October 31***
November 15
December 13 ****

**Mini-Bird-Marts
***CCCBC Bird Show& Mart
****Christmas Party

President’s Message!
Dear friends and members,
I am very excited to see the plans for our October
Bird Show and Mart coming along nicely!! Please
consider what you can do to help with this huge project. Everyone's help is necessary!
As you must know by now, our next meeting will be a
Mini Mart so that club members can bring birds and
other things to sell to other members and to the public. Cost to you is only $5.00 for up to a table! These
events have been very well attended in the past and
we are planning even more advertising for this one.
We will not be having our usual potluck but will have
snacks and drinks for sale. There will be a raffle and
we hope you will pick out some special items to put
on the raffle table.
The doors will be open at 11:00 to set up and the actual sale will be from 12:00 to 3:00.
Looking forward to seeing you on February 8th!!
Sharon

2015 Club Oﬃcers

President: Sharon Byrne
1st VP: Terry Ryan
2nd VP: Janna & Joel Place
Secretary: Barbara Milgram
Treasurer: Jane Perez
Newsleer: Terry Ryan
Webmaster: Jim Carter
Show Manager: TBA
Mart Manager: Terese Davis

CCCBC

Mee4ngs are held at:
Stanislaus County

Mini-Bird Mart

Agricultural Center

February 8th!

3800 Cornucopia Way

Set up: 11:00am

Modesto, CA 95358

Opens at Noon!
1

Central California Cage Bird Club

Newsleer

February 2015

Avian Inﬂuenza Rears Its Ugly Head...Again
There have been reports of Avian Inﬂuenza reappearing in the USA. Zoos, veterinarians and the USDA are ac4vely formula4ng plans for keeping their birds safe from Avian Inﬂuenza.
Avian inﬂuenza can be spread through direct contact with saliva, nasal secre4ons and fecal maer. It can be transmied by people, vehicles, food and cages that have been contaminated by any of the above and, obviously, direct
contact between birds.

Here are some sugges2ons for protec2ng your canaries and birdrooms:
•

Avoid all contact with wild birds and their feces.

•

Don’t leave empty cages outside, while wai4ng to clean them, where wild birds could perch on them.

•

Don’t bring anything inside your birdroom that has been le@ outside where it could have been contaminated with wild bird feces.

•

Avoid all contact between your birds and domes4c chickens, ducks, geese, swans and free-ﬂying pigeons
which may have had contact with wild birds and the virus.

•

Don’t bring ANY raw chicken products into your birdroom, such as feathers, raw eggs, raw egg shells and
empty egg containers used to pack raw chicken eggs.

•

Quaran4ne ALL new birds that have been shipped by airline or USPS. This is really important as the new
birds have probably traveled very closely with chickens and waterfowl that are also being shipped.

•

Keep new birds in a separate place for four weeks before leEng them mix with your birds and use separate feed/water dishes and cleaning tools.

There is new informa2on about the use of foot baths outside bird room doors. A footbath is always a
great preventa4ve measure at any 4me and certainly should be a standard recommenda4on if avian inﬂuenza were in the area. But they are a bit of a nuisance to maintain and most people only install them once a
disease is concern is in their area. The use of bleach in foot baths is no longer recommended because of the
following reasons:
•

it is 99% water and soon evaporates into chlorine gas, which can be harmful to the birds and makes the
footbath less eﬀec4ve as the day goes on.

•

in order for bleach to be fully eﬀec4ve it must have a contact 4me of 10 minutes, which means you
would need to stand in the bath for that long before germs were completely killed.

•

bleach is inac4vated in the presence of organic material such as feces, urine, food or dirt. This means
that your shoes must be free of any debris for the bleach to be eﬀec4ve.

Here are the current recommenda2ons for foot baths:
•

use a shallow container that ﬁts the foot sizes and has a piece of either AstroTurf or thick foam on the
boom.

•

ensure the depth of the water completely covers the shoe tread.

•

use Virkon as a disinfectant and follow the manufacture’s instruc4ons.
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•

When not in use, put a lid on the footbath to prevent wildlife or pets from drinking from it and to slow
the rate of evapora4on.

•

use a boot brush or scrub brush to remove all organic debris before using the foot dip.

•

clean the foot dip and refresh it regularly according to the manufacturer’s instruc4ons.

An easier solu4on is to have dedicated footwear for your bird room that you change in and out of as you enter and leave.
Hopefully Avian Inﬂuenza will be contained and not spread, but it has already gone from Europe to Canada
and now into the USA in one month. It would be wise to start protec4ng your bird collec4ons now.
Thank-you Andrea Cabibi, Zoological Society of San Diego for your Avian Inﬂuenza protec on sugges ons
and for your help with this ar cle.
Rare Atlantic Shorebird Wins Federal Protection
The red knot -- a robin-sized bird that makes 9,300-mile migrations -- has won Endangered Species Act
protection under the Center for Biological Diversity's 757 species agreement. This epic traveler depends
on horseshoe crabs' eggs for the energy it needs to make its twice-yearly trips between South America
and the Canadian Arctic. Thus, as crab populations decline due to harvest by the fishing and biomedical
industries, so do the red knot's. The bird is also threatened by habitat destruction and climate change.
In 2005 environmental groups petitioned the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for emergency protection of
the species, but the agency stuck the bird on the "candidate" list, where it languished for nearly a decade. Now, because of the Center's 2011 agreement, the Service has finalized protection for this singular
bird.
"With the decision to protect the red knot, our children and grandchildren just may have the chance to
marvel at one of nature's greatest spectacles -- the marathon migration of the red knot," said the Center's Mollie Matteson.
Read more in the Wisconsin Gazette.

It’s that 4me of the year! Our Mini-Bird Mart event, Sunday,
February 8th, 2015 at 12 noon. Members will be bringing in
birds, cages and other items. Cost for members to have a spot is
only $5.00.
Set up 4me for
members is
11:00am.
We
will also have a raﬄe to boot! There will be Finches, Canaries,
Parakeets, Diamond Doves and more so bring your family, bring
your friends and join us for a good 4me! Admission is $3.00

3

Central California Cage Bird Club

Newsleer

February 2015

Secret Lives of Hummingbirds Revealed by Scientists
by Alicia Graef November 12, 2014

For more informa4on on bird banding,
visit the USGS Bird Banding Lab.

We’ve learned a lot about some of the 4niest birds in the world: they have incredibly fast wings, they steal spiderwebs to build
nests, they are the only birds capable of sustained hovering that can beat machines, and they have adapted to detect sweetness.
Even s4ll, there are a lot of ques4ons about hummingbirds that are slowly being answered, thanks to the eﬀorts of master bird
banders who tag and track them.
“We’re learning a lot about hummingbirds through banding we never would have learned otherwise,” said Bruce Peterjohn, chief of
the bird banding laboratory for the U.S. Geological Survey’s (USGS) Patuxent Wildlife Research Center in Laurel, Md., told the Associated Press.
Hummingbird bands are only issued to banders who have been specially trained on capturing and banding techniques. According to
the USGS, unlike other bird bands, hummingbird bands must be cut to the appropriate sizes and formed by the bander, which requires specialized knowledge, skills and equipment that’s not required for other types of bird banding. They also need state and
federal permits to capture hummingbirds, who are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.
It’s not hard to see why specialized training is needed – the bands typically measure 1.27-1.52 mm in diameter and 1.6 mm high,
with some so 4ny they can ﬁt perfectly on a safety pin.
According to Peterjohn, even though the number has grown, there are only an es4mated 225 hummingbird banders in the U.S., while
125 are considered master bird banders because of the years they have put into perfec4ng the technique.
Their careful work has paid oﬀ with new insights into the secret lives of these 4ny lile birds. Through banding, they’ve learned new
things about their lifespans and travels. One Rufous hummingbird who was originally spoed in Florida was later found more than
3,500 miles away in southeast Alaska the following summer, while others have been discovered spending winters in areas where temperatures drop below zero degrees.
They’ve also found hummingbirds can live much longer than the previous two to three year lifespan that was once thought to be the
norm, with some living up to 10 years.
Yet what they’ve learned has s4ll only led to more ques4ons. Peterjohn said it’s s4ll not clear if they make their migra4ons hundreds
of miles at a 4me, or whether they’re taking short ﬂights with stopovers, but he added that with more being banded they may get
more answers.
S4ll others who are studying them have provided more insights, including a new study that found their sharp beaks are for far more
than just delicately sipping nectar.
For the study, published in the journal Behavior Ecology, researchers looked at long-billed hermits na4ve to Central and South America and found their beaks double as dagger-like weapons the males use to ﬁght with and stab their opponents in the neck when it
comes 4me to establish territory and pick a mate.
While scien4sts knew males and females had beaks that were shaped diﬀerently, they thought it was because they have diﬀerent
feeding habits.
Alejandro Rico-Guevara, research associate in the Department of Ecology and Evolu4onary Biology at the University of Connec4cut
and lead researcher of the study, called it the ﬁrst evidence that bills are also being shaped by sexual selec4on through combat.

Read more: hp://www.care2.com/causes/secret-lives-of-hummingbirds-revealed-by-scien4sts.html#ixzz3POlUFKm3

Mini-Bird Mart Feb 8th
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CCCBC Mee2ng Minutes-January 18, 2015
(Prior to the mee4ng, a commiee met to discuss October’s Bird Show and Mart.)
At 1:17, President Sharon Byrne called the regular mee4ng to order. There were 13 members in aendance.
Sharon announced that this year’s October Bird Show and Mart will be held at the Stanislaus County Fairgrounds in Turlock.
Sharon reminded all that bird club dues are due.
February’s mee4ng will be a week sooner (Feb. 8) and will be a Mini Bird Mart, to be held at the CCCBC mee4ng hall. Discussion
arose about ads for the event, to include Craigslist and possibly the Modesto Bee. Sharon will call and check with the Bee for ad
prices. It was decided to hold set up from 11-12, with the show open from 12noon to 3:00.
Bruce and Barbara M. will handle snack sales for the Mini Mart.
Robert B. will be in charge of the raﬄe.
It was brought up that CCCBC members need to bring nicer quality raﬄe dona4ons than in the past, to bring interest to the raﬄe at
October’s Bird Mart. A vote was taken to raise entrance fee from $2.00 to $3.00. It was decided that the $3.00 fee would include 1
free raﬄe 4cket.
Those present were asked for ideas for future programs. Ideas included a falcon expert (ref. Sunset Magazine), and Dr. McDonald.
Janna and Joel volunteered their home for April’s mee4ng and Mannie and Julie likewise for July.
At 1:37 (4me approx.) we enjoyed the raﬄe and Sharon adjourned the mee4ng.
RespecXully submied,
Barbara Milgrom

Mini-Bird Mart Feb 8th

THE LEARNING CURVE

By Brian Keenan

Recently I received a leer from a bird keeping friend, wishing me well for the breeding season and explaining that things at his
end were not going quite according to plan. I suspect you are the same, he commented. Between us, we had over 100 years of experience, and yet here we were, both suﬀering problems in the early part of the canary breeding season, when we both regularly
produce birds in reasonable numbers, year a@er year.
It made me chuckle, when earlier in the week, my birds made me almost suicidal.
Problems are there to try us, and quite o@en, they succeed! The thing about problems is that they are a "learning opportunity" - or
have I been too close to American's for too long?
Seriously, the ﬁrst round is generally the most diﬃcult 4me for all canary breeders, both experienced and inexperienced alike. To
be successful, your birds need to be in peak physical ﬁtness, and the environmental condi4ons need to be just right. That includes
the ones you control, and the ones you don't. Your feeding regime needs to be correct in every detail, and your stock birds need to
remember their lessons from earlier years, or if unﬂighted, quickly learn the ropes, ideally through pairing to experienced partners.

It all seems so simple.
This year, I condi4oned my stock as usual, and if anything, they were slightly more advanced than normal, ready to go to nest in early March. I tend to watch the wild birds when thinking about pairing, preferring that to a ﬁxed rou4ne, and I do prefer to pair earlier,
rather than later. In theory, earlier bred birds are ready for the early shows, and if things go wrong, it leaves 4me to recover, as the
season progresses. So I boldly went ahead with my pairings.
Then the weather changed drama4cally, and the majority of my early nests went cold. My birdroom is blockbuilt with a 4led concrete ﬂoor, so it is quite cold despite insula4on and tubular hea4ng. Thunder storms and the weest March in recent memory conspired against me. The turn in the weather knocked back the condi4on of some birds, and others 'walked oﬀ' their nests, and with
nowhere to save the eggs, they were also lost. Hence my doom and gloom, and goodbye to any advantage from an early start to the
season. The worst thing was, it was my fault, and I wondered just why I had been so impa4ent. I should have known beer! I had
kidded myself by having ﬁve trouble free seasons on the run, and had become too complacent. I do have some ﬁrst round young,
though only half of what I had an4cipated.
Things are now geEng back to normal, and as I write, my second hatchings are happening, so all is not lost. The important thing is
that I have learned a valuable lesson. The Blackbirds and Thrushes in my garden can stand the cold much beer than my canaries and it is up to me to read the Indian signs beer next year, and work harder to provide a beer environment, if I again opt for an
early start.
Many other breeders are each experiencing diﬃcul4es of one kind or another, some fatali4es, usually a sign of forced condi4oning
amongst the adult stock, whilst others report clear eggs, again usually because of a lack of ﬁtness in one or other of the parent birds.
Many are repor4ng a high incidence of dead in shell, which I usually do not suﬀer with, so I am looking at the weather as the most
likely culprit.
We are all guessing of course, because we don't have a magic wand, to guarantee success. The odd thing is, the beer stockmen
amongst our ranks are once again repor4ng good progress. Perhaps they really do live in a diﬀerent world!
Ar4cle published August 2002
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Darrell Brewer
“Breeder of
Champion canaries
Since 1976”

February 2015

Lizard

(510) 527-1788

Yorkshire

WANTED
Lizard Canary Show Cages
Please Contact
Salvador Servin
e-mail salser16@yahoo.com

Canaries for Sale

phone (310) 562-7390
Ricky (209) 648-8682

All diﬀerent kinds!

Angel Rodriguez

Colorbred Canaries
Van Pham

(209) 402-0024

(209) 938-9549
Saigon Vietnamese Restaurant
1904 N. Pacific Ave. Stockton, CA

(209) 463-2274

Mini-Bird Mart Feb 8th
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Silver Song West
“Oen imitated but never duplicated”
Order line 1-800-287-4484
Phone (209) 388-9018
Fax (209) 388-0694
Email silversongwest@aol.com
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February 8, Modesto, CA CCCBC Mini-Bird Mart Set-up 11:00am
Opens at Noon! $5 per member to sell, Admission $3
February 15, San Jose, CA San Jose Bird Mart

FREE Parking Food - Many prizes! Cypress Comm.
Ctr, 403 S. Cypress Ave. San Jose, CA 95117 Sunday, 9:30am-3pm
March 5, 2015 to March 8, 2015 NORTHERN CALIFORNIA EGG ARTISTS Egg Show & Sale
Crowne Plaza Hotel 5321 Date Avenue Sacramento, CA (916) 338-5800

March 22, Pomona, CA

Everybody's Bird Mart - 9:30am-4pm - Building 4 - 1101 W.

McKinley Ave., Pomona, CA 91768. All types of birds and supplies for sale. Best prices in
town and the biggest show you will ever attend. Hundreds of vendors. $7 per adult admission. For more info call: 805-494-1499 or 909-623-3111
♦

April 10, Plymouth, CA Amador Bird Club SemiSemi-Annual Raffle

♦

August 16, CCCBC MiniMini-Bird Mart

♦

October 31, CCCBC 62nd Annual Bird Show & Mart, Turlock, CA
(see also website www.mycccbc.org or http://exoticbirdexpos.info)

For over 40 years, the Society has owned and operated
these specialty resale stores, featuring items such as
clothing, accessories, jewelry, furniture, artwork, an4ques, collec4bles, and other household items. Shop,
donate, or volunteer at Discovery Shop located next to
Dress Barn on the corner of McHenry and Standiford
since 1994. With an ever-changing selec4on of wonderful merchandise and proceeds beneﬁ4ng the American
Cancer Society, isn’t it 4me you discovered The DIS-

COVERY SHOP!
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Canaries for Sale!
$30 and up!
Art Pacheco (209) 825-1979
Breeder & Exhibitor
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