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www.mycccbc.org
The purpose of this organization is to develop, promote the proper breeding, humane treatment, and care of
birds of all kinds and varieties. To reproduce, exchange, publish and distribute information on aviculture which
will tend to increase the knowledge of its members. To cooperate with other organizations and governmental
agencies toward the establishment of practices for improved breeding, handling and treatment of all birds.

Mary Anne’s Best Hartz
2015
CCCBC
Meetings & Event
Dates
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

March 15
April 19
May 17
June 14
July 19
August 16 **
September 20
October 31***
November 15
December 13 ****

**Mini-Bird-Marts
***CCCBC Bird Show& Mart
****Christmas Party

Mary Anne Buckles

President’s Message!
The Mini Mart in February was a tremendous success!! Not only did the club make over $500.00 in
profit, but the members seemed to all make money
selling their birds!! It was well attended (over 100
people!) and everyone jumped in to help in any
way they could. Thanks to everyone, especially the
Milgroms for taking on the snack and drink sales!
They are generously willing to help out the club.

2015 Club Oﬃcers
President: Sharon Byrne
1st VP: Terry Ryan
2nd VP: Janna & Joel Place
Secretary: Barbara Milgrom
Treasurer: Jane Perez

At our next meeting, we will have Mary Ann Buckles in to share of her vast knowledge on canaries.
This should be a very interesting talk. Plan to attend!
As usual, we ask you to bring a snack to share and
one or two raffle items for our raffle table.

Newsleer: Terry Ryan
Webmaster: Jim Carter
Show Manager: TBA
Mart Manager: Terese Davis

Looking forward to seeing you there!
Sharon

CCCBC

Mee3ngs are held at:

Mee3ng March 15th

Stanislaus County

Guest Speaker

Agricultural Center
3800 Cornucopia Way

Mary Anne Buckles

Modesto, CA 95358

25 years of Canary
Breeding & Showing!
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What’s Causing a Massive Die-Oﬀ of California’s Only Na3ve Pigeon?
As many as 10,000 band-tailed pigeons may have died in California this winter, according to Krysta Rogers, an environmental
scien3st with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). Hard numbers are diﬃcult to produce, because birds are
diﬃcult to monitor, but these es3mates are based on reports of dead birds submied by the public.
Band-tailed pigeons are California’s only na3ve pigeon.
They are the West Coast version of the passenger pigeon, which was once the most abundant bird in North America, but it was
hunted to ex3nc3on. Millions of band-tailed pigeons used to inhabit California but almost became ex3nct, and much of their
habitat was destroyed. They were eventually protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918.
Band-tailed pigeons are not listed as endangered. The pigeons spend their winters in the higher eleva3ons of California’s mountain ranges before migra3ng in early spring to the northernmost regions of Northern California, Oregon, Washington and Bri3sh
Columbia.
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The sudden increase in mortality is disturbing and sad, especially because the closest living rela3ve to the ex3nct passenger pigeon has been struggling for decades to recover from rampant hun3ng, habitat loss and other environmental problems.
Blame Non-Na-ve Species and the Drought

What a horrible way to die.
Scien3sts believe that water sources, like bird feeders and stagnant pools, may play a role, and especially in the current drought
condi3ons in California.
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The CDFW blames the deaths on Avian Trichomonosis, a disease caused by a single-celled microscopic protozoan parasite believed to have co-evolved with the common rock pigeon, which was introduced from Europe. It causes lesions to form in infected birds’ mouths and throats. The birds, which subsist largely on acorns that they swallow whole, are unable to move food down
their throats and starve or can even suﬀocate.

“These events seem to be more common in winters with less precipita3on, so I do suspect there is some weather component in
these mortality events,” Rogers said. “When you have large ﬂocks and there is a disease like this circula3ng, and you have stagnant pools and puddles and not much ﬂowing water, the parasite can become more concentrated in that small amount of water
and the disease is going to spread more easily.”
As a result, California wildlife authori3es are asking residents to take down bird baths and feeders if they spot sick or dead birds
in their yards as experts closely monitor the massive die-oﬀ.
Destruc-on by Non-Na-ve Species
I am reminded of what happened in New Zealand, a country I visited a month ago.
For millions of years, there were no land mammals in the country, so New Zealand birds evolved in isola3on. Free from aack
and compe33on from mammals, many birds became ﬂightless ground-dwellers.

The ﬁrst birds to become ex3nct, within a century or two aLer human arrival, were the largest – all species of moa, both species
of goose, and both adzebill species. Being ﬂightless, all were quite easy to hunt and catch, yielding large quan33es of meat.
Their slow breeding rate meant they were lost faster than they could be replaced.
The list of New Zealand species known to have become ex3nct since human selement includes one bat, at least 51 birds, three
frogs, three lizards, one freshwater ﬁsh, four plant species, and a number of invertebrates
Then came the second wave of destruc3on. Europeans came in the late 18th century, bringing rats, cats, stoats, weasels and
ferrets. The rabbit was introduced as a food and game animal by European selers and by the 1870s, it was becoming a serious
threat to the newly developed farming economy.
Farmers began demanding the introduc3on of mustelids (including stoats) to control the rabbit plague. Warnings about the dangers to bird life from stoats were given by scien3sts in New Zealand and Britain. However, the warnings were ignored and stoats
began to be introduced from Britain in the 1880s. Within six years, dras3c declines in bird popula3ons were no3ced.
The destruc3on in New Zealand con3nues.
And now the paern is repea3ng itself in California, this 3me with the European-introduced rock pigeon poten3ally wiping out
the na3ve band-tailed pigeon.
How sad that tales of non-na3ve species causing destruc3on keep repea3ng themselves around the world.

Read more: hp://www.care2.com/causes/whats-causing-a-massive-die-oﬀ-of-californias-only-na3ve-pigeon.html#ixzz3TMnZb39q
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Migra3ng to New Zealand around 1250–1300, Polynesians brought kiore (the Paciﬁc rat) and other animals. That spelled doom
for those ﬂightless birds.
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The Amazing February CCCBC Mini Bird Mart, 2015
We started oﬀ prey well geNng ready for our ﬁrst mini mart of the year. Ads were placed, the hall was rented and not much
more to do.
Then it started …. Jane was unable to aend. Then Terese and Jimmy were going to be out of town and not coming. Next came
Janna and Joel. When the date was changed, they already had a commitment, and could not aend. Sooo… we have four oﬃcers
down; the Mart Manager and the raﬄe Vice President amongst them.
S3ll standing were Terry Ryan the Events VP, Barbara Milgrom the secretary and Sharon Byrne our president. Robert Brainard from
Sacramento volunteered to do the raﬄe. The Milgroms sold snacks for the club. Terese con3nued to man the phone listed in the
ad. There were over 30 calls on Saturday, and about a hundred (;) before that.
17.4 members rented tables (or some rented more than 1) and sold birds.
119 adults aended the mini mart.
Mrs. Phan’s canaries sold out so fast she was shocked! When someone bought the cage too, she picked up her purse and went
home. Naomi Cisper sold about 20 birds and Mar3n Ramirez did well, too. There seemed to be plenty of visitors.
The mini bird mart was run by three oﬃcers (Sharon Byrne, Barbara Milgrom and Terry Ryan) and the rest of everything that had to
be done was done by the members! A fabulous success. Our club knows how to pitch in and make it happen!
Special Thanks To:
Angel Rodriguez
Bruce and Barbara Milgrom

Guest Speaker

Ted Brandvold
Robert Brainard

Mary Anne Buckles

Julie and Mannie Faria
By Terese Davis,

Pictured below

Bird Mart Manager

“Canary Breeding & Showing” By Mary Anne Buckles
How Things Have Changed!
Considera3on of How We Might Improve
Our Breeding, Showing and Hobby!
Mary Anne Buckles has been a breeder of a variety of canaries for about 25 years. She bought her ﬁrst
canary at a garage sale in someone's front yard. That person turned out to be an ACFA member and also
recruited Mary Anne to come to a couple of canary events, and the rest is 25 years of bird breeding and
showing history, as they say.
Exhibi3ng canaries was not such an easy thing for Mary Anne. Space, money and 3me were all factors
keeping Mary Anne out of the show world for a while, but the allure of the compe33on drew her in, and
she now aends 4 shows a year and holds oﬃces or worker posi3ons in 4 canary clubs: ACFA in Los Angeles, and 3 Na3onal clubs: Fife Fancy, Columbus Fancy and American Norwich. In 2013 Mary Anne won a
Higgins for Best Hartz canary at the Na3onal Cage Bird Show in Tulsa, OK. Space, money and 3me? They
are all rela3ve!
Hopefully, this month's discussion will get us all to examine what we do today and how we can improve
upon it next breeding season, next year, next show.
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Canary Breeding FAQs
By Connie S. Soto
Canary breeding is a very rewarding challenging experience. It can be easy one time or extremely difficult the next. A successful outcome is dependent upon many factors and the more you learn about the process the more comfortable you will
feel.
What triggers the breeding cycle?
Warm weather of about 70 degrees and about fourteen hours of daylight typically triggers the start of the breeding season.
When does the breeding cycle start each year?
Typically the canaries breeding cycle begins in April unless it is modified by light or air temperature as some breeders are
known to do.
What are the natural stages of a canaries breeding cycle?
·

Restlessness
o Males vigorous singing
o Hens frantic paper tearing
o Hens setting in the food dish

Searching for a nesting site
Choosing a mate
Male feeding the hen
Nest building, Mating, Egg laying, Incubating, Fledging
Youngsters learn to eat, Independence

What should be done for breeding preparation?
It is my opinion that preparing to breed canaries is the same for all canaries throughout the year. The basics all year include
and are not limited to a proper basic nutritious diet, fresh veggies and fruits, cuttle bone, oyster shell grit and vitamins, clean
drinking and bath water, clean cages.
The diet changes for the rearing of young which includes an egg muss formula.
Can long toe nails cause problems in the nest?
Yes, toe nails should be clipped unless they are not long at the time that pair is moved to the breeding cage. This will prevent a nail from getting caught in the nesting material which could loose an egg or a hatchling.
Which nests work well and are there any cautions about nesting material?
Good nesting material should be provided, stay away from the very thin string like material that can get wrapped around a
toe or leg and cut off circulation. The thin stuff could cause gangrene if not seen in time causing a loss of a digit, limb, or
even a life. Cotton is a good selection for the padding material that the hen will use in the interior of the nest. The cotton
should be offered along with the basic material that you have chosen.
Wire and wicker nests can cause problems such as toe nails that can get stuck causing babies to fall out of the nest and the
wicker cannot be cleaned as thoroughly as necessary. The plastic nests seem to resolve those problems and can be used
again and again.
Which birds should be chosen for breeding?
Too young or too old is not a good idea and the male and female should be chosen to breed only if they are in top condition.
If you have a young canary what should you do for success?
Young canaries sometimes have infertile eggs, or do a poor job of feeding the young, or they may abandon the nestlings
entirely. To help them to be successful it is advantageous to mate a young male with a mature hen or a young hen with a
mature male.
What signals do the canaries give you to know that they are getting ready for the breeding cycle?
Male canaries will sing vigorously and females will chirp slightly as she begs for him to feed her. The hen will also sit in the
food dish and shuffle the food around trying to get it just right.
Are canaries monogamous or polygamous?
Canaries by nature are polygamous.
When should the male join the female?
The female will not mate until she is building her nest. If she is ready there should be no fierce fighting. A little bickering can
be expected but if she is not ready it is important for her safety to remove the male and try again until she does accept him.
If it ends up that he does not suit her try another male. Typically if she begs for food from him she will usually accept him.
How many eggs per day will the hen lay?
On the average a canary hen will lay a total of five eggs. She will lay her eggs once each day in the morning hours usually
between 7 and 8 AM.
Do the eggs have to be removed and returned to the nest?
Removing eggs and returning them all at once is sometimes done to have the babies hatch the same day. This is not necessary and most of the time more babies is lost due to improper handling or broken eggs or improper temperature, or insufficient turning. The hen usually does not get serious about incubating the eggs until the 2nd or 3rd egg is laid.
.
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Does the male canary share with incubation?
The hen always incubates the eggs alone and the male provides supplemental feeding for both her and the nestlings.
How long is the incubation cycle?
Once the hen starts to set, the incubation time is about fourteen days to hatch the young.
Can canary hen bathe during the breeding cycle?
Yes, bathing during the breeding cycle is actually beneficial to the embryo. It aids in providing higher humidity keeping
the eggs more supple instead of a dry condition. This aids the embryo’s development and assists in hatching.
What is candling?
Candling uses an intense light and is a process that is done to examine the nesting eggs for fertility.
When should the eggs be checked for fertility?
Candling should only be done once as the light is strong and it is not good for the embryo. It is typically checked between the 5th and 8th day of incubation.
If candling is not really good for the embryo what other method can a person use to check for fertility?
An infertile egg will be clear as light shines through it and it will look the same as one that is freshly laid. With a fertile
egg, holding it up to a natural light source will display the embryo with an adjoining network of veins. If it is hard to see
with natural light then after the 8th day of incubation an infertile egg will look pale red in color and the fertile egg will have
a shiny tint and look purplish brown.
Does the new born hatchling need nourishment the first day?
No, the baby canary does not need to be fed the first day after hatching as the baby has a yolk sac that feeds the baby
while it is still in the egg. This yolk sac is drawn into the abdominal cavity during the last day before the baby hatches
which provides nourishment for the first day of life.
Is it good for the nestlings when they fledge to provide soaked bread with milk?
Milk or cream products can cause digestion problems in canaries and soaking bread in milk is not a useful method of
feeding young canaries. There is much more balanced type of soft foods available that make it easy to feed the fledglings.
Does the nestling behavior change before they fledge the nest?
The baby canary does go through a behavior change when they reach 14 days old. They become wary of movements
and noise in their surroundings. The flight instinct takes over when they feel threatened and will feel the need to escape
to safety. A thorough cleaning of the cage when the babies reach 12 days old will prevent you from disturbing them
when this behavior is reached. This will help them to fledge naturally.
At what age will the nestlings fledge?
The nestlings typically fledge the nest between 15 and 17 days old.
At what age can the canaries become independent?
The age that a baby canary can survive without its parents is typically 31 days.
Will the baby fledglings be able to learn to eat from the normal food dishes?
The fledglings need low profile small food dishes to learn how to eat on their own at the bottom of the cage. If you can
find a small ½ inch tall soap dish or something similar it will work quite well. The important point here is it needs to be
available at the bottom of the cage. The babies have soft beaks and cannot crack hard seeds so nestling food is important. It is good to continue to offer egg mixture and gradually lessen the amount of egg while increasing the amount
of nestling food.
What is the point of egg food for the young?
Egg food plays a very important role in the rearing of canary babies. It is a supplemental food for fledglings. It is one of
the foods that is given to the parents to help them with rearing the young. It can even be home made, although there is a
variety of mixtures readily available. Homemade mixtures are basically made of whole eggs, Rusk flour and poppy
seeds. They sift it until it is finely mashed into a consistency of fine crumbs. Commercial egg muss is made from whole
eggs, wheat meal, white millet, niger thistle among other ingredients.
Will new canary youngsters molt earlier than the adult canaries?
Yes, the youngsters will molt earlier than adult canaries. During the time they are learning to eat they have basically all
of their feathers. At that stage they will have a little down left on their heads and short tail feathers. The molt is a partial
molt and can begin as early as six weeks from birth through their first fall season. The flight feathers and tail feathers are
not replaced until the following fall.
When do the fledglings need to be separated?
November marks complete independence, this is the time when the youngsters should be separated.
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Darrell Brewer
“Breeder of
Champion canaries
Since 1976”
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Lizard

(510) 527-1788

Yorkshire

WANTED
Lizard Canary Show Cages
Please Contact
Salvador Servin
e-mail salser16@yahoo.com

Canaries for Sale
All diﬀerent kinds!

Angel Rodriguez

phone (310) 562-7390
Ricky (209) 648-8682

Colorbred Canaries
Van Pham

(209) 402-0024

(209) 938-9549
Saigon Vietnamese Restaurant
1904 N. Pacific Ave. Stockton, CA

(209) 463-2274

Silver Song West
“Oen imitated but never duplicated”
Order line 1-800-287-4484
Phone (209) 388-9018
Fax (209) 388-0694
Email silversongwest@aol.com

Please be sure to pay for your ad if you haven’t already! This page will be updated next month!
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March 5, 2015 to March 8, 2015 NORTHERN CALIFORNIA EGG ARTISTS Egg Show & Sale
Crowne Plaza Hotel 5321 Date Avenue Sacramento, CA (916) 338-5800
March 15, Modesto, CA CCCBC meeting with speaker Mary Anne Buckles!

March 22, Pomona, CA

Everybody's Bird Mart - 9:30am-4pm - Building 4 - 1101 W.

McKinley Ave., Pomona, CA 91768. All types of birds and supplies for sale. Best prices in
town and the biggest show you will ever attend. Hundreds of vendors. $7 per adult admission. For more info call: 805-494-1499 or 909-623-3111
♦

April 10, Plymouth, CA Amador Bird Club Semi-Annual Raffle

♦

April 19, Turlock, CA CCCBC Meeting at the Places’s Place

♦

July 19, Newman, CA CCCBC Meeting at the Faria’s!

♦

August 16, Modesto, CA CCCBC Mini-Bird Mart

♦

August 23, Roseville, CA Foothill Bird Fanciers Bird Mart

♦

October 31, Turlock, CA CCCBC 62nd Annual Bird Show & Mart,

♦

(see also website www.mycccbc.org or http://exoticbirdexpos.info)

For over 40 years, the Society has owned and operated
these specialty resale stores, featuring items such as
clothing, accessories, jewelry, furniture, artwork, an3ques, collec3bles, and other household items. Shop,
donate, or volunteer at Discovery Shop located next to
Dress Barn on the corner of McHenry and Standiford
since 1994. With an ever-changing selec3on of wonderful merchandise and proceeds beneﬁ3ng the American
Cancer Society, isn’t it 3me you discovered The DIS-

COVERY SHOP!
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Canaries for Sale!
$30 and up!
Art Pacheco (209) 825-1979
Breeder & Exhibitor

8
CCCBC Newsleer
c/o Terry Ryan
17706 Hwy 26
Glencoe, CA 95232

